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HEN we make a purchase, we first desire infor- 
mation regarding the thing we are thinking of 
buying. We consult friends, examine the thing itself, 
and turn to the advertisements to see what others 
think of it, and how they are using it, or saving 
money by it. The TIMES advertising columns offer 
many things of interest to you,— in the home, church 
or Sunday-school. 























To an Unwise Man 
By Ruby Weyburn Tobias 


: DO protest against your insolent 
Despoiling of the temple of the Lord, — 
You, whose whole pause between two worlds is spent 
In chaining lightning-flashes of His sword; 
Whose trumpets blare that man has set his-goal 
Where God’s lone vulture all these years has own — 
I do protest when you deny man’s soul, 
And set your own proud reason on the throne, 


A tiny flower holds more than all your creed, — 
This. little harebell — see, your foot has hurt! 
Yet God, who.made it, has. waylaid the seed 
To fringe with heavenly blue the roadside dirt. 
You are. the voice of bygone sophistries; 
The breath of stormy Lucifer down - hurled; 
Your modern thought, your newest cult, was his; 
He sent its: futile echoes dowfi the world. 


His-loud defiancé, rumbling o’er and o’er, 
Your pew sg caverns with its thunder fills; 
A little while it-sounds, and then once more 


Is lost among ‘the ¢veriasting hills. 


 § 








Better Than the Hills 


It is a great mistake to substitute creation for the 
Creator. Perhaps, owing to the manner in which 
our King James: Version reads, some of us have been 
doing this in the 121st Psalm: David begins, you 
will’ remember, “I will lift up -mine eyes unto the 
hills, from. whence cometh my help.” But can the 
hills help us in times of trouble .and perplexity? 
If you will notice the marginal reference, or turn to 
the Revised Version, you will.find= that these -verses 
should read, “Shall I-lift ‘up mine.eyeS unto the hills? 


Whence should my help come?” Beautiful and inspir- . 


ing though the hills and mountains are, they are but 
God’s handiwork and we would be ina sad state in- 
deed, if we were to turn to them for help and strength. 
When the Lord Jesus comes again, in power and glory, 
he will stand upon the Mount of Btives, and “the 
kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich men, 
and the chief captains, and the mighty men” shall call 
in vain upon the mountains and the rocks, “Fall on 
us, and hide us from the face of him that sitteth on 
the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb” (Rev. 
6:15, 16). We often use the expression “the eternal 
hills.” We have but to turn to 1 Peter 3:10 to learn 
that the hills are not eternal but that the day is ‘com- 


ing when the “heavens ,shall pass away with a great 
noise and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, 
the earth also and the works that are therein shall 
be burned .’ No, the Christian has something 
better than ’s creation upon. which to call. David 
continues in the second verse of-the 121st Psalm with 
the ringing assurance, “My help cometh from _ the 
Lord, which made héaven and earth.” “Even from 
everlasting to éverlasting he is God” (Psa. 90:2). 
And his mercy and truth. endureth “throughout all 
generations” (Psa. 100:5).° “My soul shall be satis- 
fied as with marrow and fatness; and my mouth shall 
praise thee with joyful lips: when I remember thee - 
upon -my bed, and meditate on thee in the night 
watches. Because thou hast been my help, therefore 
in the shadow of thy wings will I rejoice’ (Psa. 


63: 5-7). 
\ 


- Defeated Purposes 


- Our plans may fail because God wants them to. 
This thought is suggested in Job 33: 16-18: “Then 
he openeth the ears of men, and sealeth their in- 
struction, that he may withdraw man from his purpose, 
and hide pride from man. He keepeth back his soul 
from the pit, and his life from perishing by the sword.” 
God. intervenes in the lives of the unsaved and of 
Christians to turn them from their own way. Over 
thirty years ago a young Corsican traveled all the 
way from his Mediterranean home to Brussels to com- 
mit suicide. He had planned to take his life by 
opening the veins and arteries of his wrist, but when 
the time came he lost his courage. The next day 
he bought a Tevolver and set ten o’clock in the 
evening as the hour when he would kifl himself. With 
the revolver in his pocket he was strolling about the 
streets that evening. A sign over a hall attracted 
him and on entering he found that a Salvation Army 
meeting was being held. He was saved that very 
night and has been a preacher of the Gospel ever since. 
Surely God kept “back his soul from the pit.” We 
as Christians make plans that are not at all of the 
same sort as this man’s. There may be nothing evil 
in them, yet God may cause them to fail that we may 
be kept from pride, or that we may have his best 
for us.. He often shows us by later circumstances 
that all worked together for our good. When failure 


is clearly not caused by anything that we could con- 
trol, let us look for the lessons it has for us and 
thank God for his loving, watchful care. 


a 


No More Blood Sacrifice 


God ordained the blood sacrifice. The Lamb of 
God was “slain from the foundation of the world” 
(Rev. 13:8). All the Old Testament blood sacrifices 
commanded by God were types and shadows of the 
final sacrifice that Christ made. But when his blood - 
had been shed*on the cross no further sacrifice had 
any place in God’s plans. The late B. B. Warfield, 
one of the greatest of Christian theologians, wrote 
in his) “Biblical Doctrines”:- “The theology of the 
writers of the New Testament is very distinctly a 
‘blood theology.’ . .. An interesting proof that they 
were so understood is supplied by a remarkable fact 
emphasized in a striking ~passage by Adolf Harnack. 
Wherever the Christian religion went, there blood- 
sacrifice ceased to be offered — just as the tapers go out 
when the sun rises. Christ’s death was recognized every- 
where where it became known as the reality of which 
they were the shadows.. Having offered his own body 
once for all, and by this one: offering perfected for- 
ever them that are sanctified, it was well understood 
that there remained no more offering for sin. ‘The 
death of Christ,’ says Harnack— ‘of this there can 
be no doubt — made an end to blood-sacrifices in the 
history of religion.’ ‘The instinct which led to them 
found its satisfaction and therefore its end in the death 
of Christ.’ ‘His death had the value of a sacrificial 
death; for otherwise it would not have had the power 
to penetrate into that inner world out of which the 
blood-sacrifices proceeded.’ -. . . It is this which differ- 
entiates Christianity from other religions. Christian- 
ity did not come into the world to proclaim a new 
morality and, sweeping away all the supernatural 
props by which men were wont to support their 
trembling, guilt-stricken souls, to throw them back on 
their own strong right arms to conquer a standing be- 
fore God for themselves. It came ‘to proclaim the real 
sacrifice for sin which God had provided in order to 
supersede all the poor fumbling efforts which men had 
made and were making to provide a sacrifice for sin 
for themselves; and, planting men’s feet on this, to 
bid them go forward.” 


When Death Strikes 


upon an even keel and over a tranquil sea the soul 

may find delight and apparent satisfaction in the 
inventions of human art and philosophy. But when black 
storm clouds gather, when the windows of heaven are 
opened and the fountains of the great deep are broken 
up, no craft is found fit to ride the storm but God’s 
own ark, its hatches battened down and its portholes 
closed by the Father’s protecting hand. 

The poet sings, ; 


There is no death! - What seems so is transition. 


And. in the peaceful hour -when. death seems a thing 
femote, fit subject for speculative reflection, one may 
-respond, ‘“A’ beautiful - conception!” Modern philos- 
ophy maintains” that- the ‘idea “.of ‘a personal Devil is 
only a fancy carried over from medieval mythology, 
and to the superficial mind Satan does seem a figure 
too grotesque to fit into an everyday setting of news- 
papers and motor cars, typewriters and tickers. . Very 
often since the tragic days of the World War many 
have been thrilled with’ esthetic gratification at hear- 
ing some rich baritone singing the dramatic lyric, 


I tell you they have not died, 
closing with the triumphant crescendo, 
There is no death! 


But to one wha has sat beside some loved ferm,_per- 
haps but yesterday instinct with youth and health and 


[' THOSE hours when life moves serenely forward 


splendid energy, and has realized with sudden, ago- 
nizing, benumbing horror that the impossible has hap- 
pened, that that ghastly experience which a few hours 
ago seemed as remote and unreal as an evil dream is 
even now upon him; to one who, as the twilight deep- 
ened, has watched the loved features transformed mo-~ 
ment by moment into strange, unfamiliar lines, the 
eye glazing, the breath growing shorter. -and shorter 
until the last fluttering sigh fades into the long, long 
silence of the years, —to-such a one there is no con- 
vincing assurance in the exultant cry of poet or singer, 
“There is no death!” In such an hour no anchor holds 
but one that grips the Rock of Ages, no promise 
soothes but one that is-signed and sealed by God Al- 
mighty. Such a one knows’ beyond a peradventure 
that death is a ghastly reality, an enemy implacable, 
‘inexorable; the last enemy that shall be overcome. 
Tragic fate if he-has not before~-his hour of bitter 
need faced the eternal verities and so made ready for 
the storm! 

There is in this day of material comfort and glitter- 


- ing prosperity an alarming tendency to deny the very 


existence of the unseen. Paul cried, “Our wrestling 
is not against flesh and blood, but against the prin- 
cipalities, against the powers, against the world-rulers 
of this darkness, against the spiritual hosts of wicked- 
ness in the heavenly places. Wherefore take up the 
whole armor of God, that ye may be able to withstand 
in the evil day.” But young people of today are en- 
couraged to disbelieve in the very existence of those 
masked batteries of Satan. Small wonder that the 
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clash of sudden combat finds them all unprepared, the 
soul naked to the darts of a cunning foe. Of mate- 
rial warfare they hear all the pros and cons, from the 
propaganda of arrogant militarists to that of the ultra- 
pacifist group who would strike the very word war 
from our vocabulary; but of the technique of that 
good fight of faith they know ¢0 pitifully little. 

A recent graduate of what was but lately an out- 
standing Christian university calmly states that he 
seriously doubts the immortality of the soul, that he 
regards the prospect of annihilation after death with 
no aversion. A high school youth commits suicide 
and leaves a note saying that he believes death will 
prove “an inttiguing adventure.” In the wake of such 
distorted conceptions of the unseen, such doubt of the 
very existence of Heaven and hell, there follows quite 
naturally loss of the sanctity of those institutions that 
sprang from the heart of a loving providence, marriage 
and the home, so that a brilliant iconoclast in a cur- 
rent magazine article affirms: ‘The world can’t move 
much farther .toward ‘sex freedom.’ In large cities 
sex is about as free as it can be’ —a tendency which 
he regards quite calmly, not as a moral lapse, but as 
a “drift due to boredom.” 

“He that hath an éar, let him hear what the Spirit 
$aith to the churehes. . . . Be thou watchful, and es- 
tablish the things that remain.” God knows the 
world needs cheering, but not with a jazz band, or 
with the silver sophistries of false charmers. There 
is all the difference in the world between whistling 
to keep up one’s courage and leaning upon that hope 
which is “as an anchor of the soul, ... both sure and 
— and entering into that which is within the 
vei 

There is always imperative need and. perhaps today 
more need than ever, for every one who truly accepts 
God’s Word to emphasize, both in his own heart and 
to those about him, the vast and tragic difference 
between. the world’s conception of death and that of 
the Bible. To the Christian, death is never a cessa- 
tion of existence, but always a separation. To the 
Christian the separation of spirit and body is im- 
measurably less tragic than that death in life which 
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goes on all about him, separation of the soul from its 
Maker. For the Christian that experience which the 
world calls death is always characterized.in the New 
Testament as falling asleep. Let us then fail not to 
pass on to an age whose cynicism is for the most 
part only a gesture to conceal an inward fever the 
great glad tidings that our Saviour Jesus Christ hath 
“abolished death, and brought life and immortality to 
light through the gospel.” Only the heart that has 
faced the awful finality of death can grasp the full 
significance of those words, “abolished death.” It is 
the radiance of the Easter dawn pouring into an empty 
tomb, the echo of an inimitable voice, sweet, strong, 
reassuring: “Let not your heart be troubled... . 
Peace I leave with you. . .. 1 have overcome the 
world.” 

But the message is garbled and pointless without 
those three words through the Gospel. He who en- 
courages others to attempt to climb up into the strong~ 
hold of eternal safety by any other way, the same.is a 
thief and a robber. It was tragic in the days of the 
World War for ministers of the Gospel to tell men 
facing death that their own. sacrifice would atone to 
God for their sins-and win them eternal life. It was. 
tragic in the days of the armistice to say to the aching 
hearts for whom peace came foo -Jate, “Your loved 
ones have not died, since they laid down their lives 
upon the field of glory.” It is most tragic of all for 
the brilliant, winsome platform speaker at a college 
vesper service to assure our youth that the vague, 
secret yearnings after goodness that sometimes stir 
within them are the beginning of the new birth, the 
divine spark that will one day kindle into eternal life. 
“The soul that sinneth, it shall die” is a law that has 
never been abrogated. Death is a tragic reality. Sin 
is a fact. Satan is a-resourceful, dauntless enemy. 
Other foundation for peace and security can no man 
lay than that is laid. If society, at best only nominally 
Christian, persists in building upon the pretty soph- 
istries of poet and philosopher, instead of upon the 
rock Christ Jesus, the day is not far distant when 
the storm will break, the house built upon the sands 
will crumble, and great will be the fall. 





The Pastor’s Message to Carnal People 


It is with great profit and interest that I read the 
letters of perplexed readers which you print and an- 
swer in your columns. There is one problem before 
me on which I have found but little light, even in 
commentaries. 

The New Testament speaks of “carnal” people. I 
understand such to be regenerate, yet clinging to self 
and the world so as to exclude in a large way the 
Holy Spirit, who alone can make Christian graces 
abound. Is this view correct? Compare Romans 8: 
6-8 with 1 Corinthians 3:1, 3. . 

We see many’ professing Christians today who are 
satished to live on a low plane, so far as Christian 
standards are concerned. What is a pastor’s message 
to such people? Is it regeneration or consecration? 
—A Chicago reader. 


Real Christians can be carnal. Paul writes to the 
Corinthian Church, calling them “brethren,” — which 
he does not call the unsaved: “And I, brethren, could 
not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto car- 
nal, even as unto babes: in Christ. ... For ye are yet 
carnal... and walk as men” (1 Cor. 3: 1-3). 

A carnal Christian, then, is a Christian who lives 
and acts as though he were not a Christian. “The 
carnal mind is enmity against God” (Rom, 8:7), and 
even Christians can have this carnal mind. To all 
such the pastor’s message, plainly, should be that 
‘which Paul gives in the sixth chapter of Romans, and 
in Romans 12:1, 2. He pleads with believers not to 
continue in sin, but to “yield yourselves unto God, as 
those that are alive from the dead, and your members 
as instruments of righteousness unto God.” “I be- 
‘seech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, 
that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable unto God, which is: your reasonable service. 
‘And be not confdrmed to this world: but be ye trans- 
‘formed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may 
prove what is that.good, and acceptable, and perfect 
will of God.” 

The Christian who does this ceases to be carnal and 
becomes spiritual. Then the Holy Spirit can fill one’s 
life and can produce in the yielded believer all “the 
fruit of the Spirit,” which is “love, joy, peace, long- 
suffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, meekness, 
self-control” (Gal. 5:22, 23). 

The Holy Spirit is in every believer, evén in carnal 
Christians. He does not leave even those who sin; but 
any sin in a Christian grieves or quenches the Spirit. 

While it is possible for a real Christian to live a 
carnal life, it is also sadly possible for a professing 
Christian. not to be saved at all. “There is little doubt 





that many. names are on the rolls of our churches, as 
Christians, of those who have never been saved, never 
been born again, never been regenerated. And every 
pastor has a grave responsibility to remind his people 
of this terrible danger and eternal risk. Surely he 
should warn his hearers against resting complacently 
in the thought that they are saved but carnal, when 
they may actually be lost, never having been saved. 
And so the message of salvation to the lost should be 
given continually and faithfully by every pastor to his 
own congregation, while at the same time he pleads 
with the saved to go the whole way with the Lord 
“and possess their possessions” in Christ. 


=< 
Do God’s People Ever Starve? ; 


Please give some explanation of the following in 
Notes on Open Letters. . 

I have heard Psalm 37: 25 quoted as proof that 
no true believer nor his children had ever starved 
for the need of bread (food I believe that in a 
spiritual sense the righteous have never been abso- 
lutely forsaken, but I think many such have suffered 
and died for the want of food, and the offspring of 
such have had to beg for bread but not get it, —as 
in Armenia under Turkish persecution, and in vari- 
ous countries of Europe after the World War, and in 
famines that have occurred in various countries. 

Is it proper to apply such Scripture to all people 
and ages, or do some Old Testament assurances and 
promises (especially in regard to temporal needs) apply 
Primarily to God’s chosen people Israel? David 
might have been able to say what he did in regard 
to the above, but I do not think that all men could 
truthfully say the same—An Illinois reader. 


The Thirty-seventh Psalm has much to say about 
God’s care of his people on earth. Early in the Psalm 
David says: “Trust in the Lord, and do good; so 
shalt thou dwell jn the land, and verily thou shalt be 
fed.” Further on he says: “Evildoers shall be cut 
off: but those that wait upon the Lord, they shall 
inherit the earth. For yet a little while, and the wicked 
shall not be: yea, thou shalt diligently consider his 
place, and it shall not be. But the meek shall inherit 
the' earth.” Throughout the Psalm are contrasted the 
condition and experience of the wicked and the good, 
of those who are against God and those who are with 
God. “T have' seen the wicked in great power, and 
spreading himself like a green bay tree. Yet he passed 
away, and, lo, he was not.” As part of God’s care of 
his people David declares that “they shall not be 
ashamed in the evil time: and in the days of famine 
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they shall be satisfied.” And thus it is he testifies: “I 
have been young, and now am old; yet have I not seen, 
the righteous forsaken, nor his, seed begging bread.” 

This is entirely in’ accord with what God promised 
his people Israel when he led them out of their bondage 
in Egypt and brought them into the land he had given 
to Abraham long before. He promised them earthly 
blessings of every sort, as well as spiritual blessings. 
He promised them physical health, freedom from dis- 
ease, temporal prosperity, victory over their earthly 
enemies, abundant crops and cattle, and a land flowing 
with milk and honey. And with equal definiteness God 
predicted just the opposite if they should turn away- 
from doing his will. ‘Cursing, vexation, and rebuke, 
in all that thou settest thine hand unto for to do, until 
thou be destroyed. .. . The Lord shall smite thee with 
a consumption, and -with a fever, -and with an inflam- 
mation. ... The Lord shall make the rain of thy land 
powder and dust... .. The Lord shall cause thee to 
be smitten before thine enemies” (Deut. 28: 20-25). 
- David testified out of his wide observation and long 
life and experience that God had kept his word, ‘and 
that he had never seen the righteous man or the ‘chil- 
dren of the righteous forsaken or beggiiig bread. There- 
fore as a record of fact noted by David, and as a 
covenanted promise made by God, we khow that these 
things were so in God’s care for Israel under the old 
dispensation of law. iB. ds 

But when we come out of the age or dispensation of 
law into that of grace, as brought by Jesus Christ in 
his incarnation and death and resurrection, God’s 
promises and provision. for the Church of Christ in 
this age of grace are quite different from his promises 
and provision for Israel in the old dispensation. There 
were many earthly, temporal blessings pledged to 
Israel in the land that are not pledged to the Church 
today. A little booklet by the late Dr. C. I. Scofield, 
“Rightly Dividing the Word of Truth” (Philadelphia 
School of the Bible, cloth 50 cents, paper 25 cents), 
brings out clearly these differences in the dispensations, 
and the Scriptural differences between Israel and the 
Church. The Illinois reader is right in understanding 
that the Thirty-seventh Psalm, like many other Old 
Testament passages, refers primarily to Israel and not 
to the Church. The Christian in this age of grace is 
assured of earthly tribulation and persecution, with 
spiritual blessing beyond that which earlier ages could 
know. To his disciples and to all believers in this age 
of grace our Lord said: “In the world ye shall have 
tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the 
world” (John 16: 33). 

Fa 


Who Were the Emmaus Disciples? 


Reading your issue of April 20, I note the open- 
ing paragraph of “Knowing God,’ by “An Unknown 
Christian”; he comments on the fact that the Lord 
“was known of them in the breaking of bread” (Luke 

“ 24:35): “These words can scarcely have any refer- 
ence to the last supper since neither of the two dis- 
ciples at the Emmaus meal was present in the upper 
room, and it was impossible that they had yet heard of . 
the last supper.” 


While I heartily agree with what the writer has to - 
say about the Lord’s Supper in the remainder of his 
article, I feel that he is entirely wrong in his — 
ing paragraph, for as a student of the Bible from 
childhoéd I have been led to believe that ‘the two on 
the. road to Emmaus were two of the eleven who 
were in the upper room when the Lord established 
the Lord’s-Supper; and as this is a part of the first 
evidence and proofs of the resurrection, I would like 
to have your opinion on it—An Ohio reader. 


The nafrative in Luke’s Gospel shows that the two 


disciples with whom the risen Lord walked on the 
way to Emmaus were not two of the eleven. For 
after he had broken bread with them and “was known 
of them in breaking of bread,” and then ‘vanished out 
of their sight,” we read that “they rose up the same 
hour, and returned to Jerusalem, and found the eleven 
gathered together.” The Emmaus two, therefore, 
could ‘not have: been of the eleven. The Gospels show 
that the Lord did -not limit his resurrection. appear- 
ances to the eleven, but appeared to many other be- 
lievers, for “He -was_ seen of above five hundred 
brethren at once” (1 Cor, 15:6). Godet in his valu- 
able “Commentary on the Gospel of St. Luke” makes 


the following statement: 
“One of the two disciples was called Cleopas (v. 
18). . .-. This name, of: Greek origin, leads to the 


supposition that this disciple was a proselyte come to 
the feast. As to the other, it has been thought (Theo- 
phylact, Lange) that it was Luke himself— first, be- 
cause he is not named; and hext, because of the 
peculiarly dramatic-character of the narrative follow- 
ing (comp. especially v.-32).. Luke 1:2 proves noth- 
ing against this view. For the author distinguishes 
himself in this.passage, not from witnesses absolutely, 
but from those. who were witnesses from the begin- 
ning ; and this contact for a moment did not give him 
the right to rank himself among the authors of the 
Gospel tradition. Jesus, by manifesting himself to 
these two men, accomplished for the first time what 
he had announced to the Greeks, who asked ‘to speak 
with. him in the Temple: ‘If I be lifted up from the 
earth, I will draw all men unto me’ (Jehn 12: 32; 33).” 
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young woman who had a great zeal to become 
an African missionary. She served Africa in- 
deed, and to her capacity, too; but not as she planned. 
Her sister, Mrs. Kathryn MacKinnon, a believing 
and consecrated lady, became a client of mine (the 
writer is. an attorney by profession). When. Dan 
Crawford made his tour of the States in 1913 before 
his return to Luanza, this lady heard him in Los 
Angeles and was greatly impressed with his story of 
the long grass. bas 
She who aspired to African missionary work be- 
came Mrs. Nilsson, and was later left a widow. One 


A BOUT the year 1900 I met in-Los Angeles a 


day she said to Mrs, MacKinnop that she had made ~ 


her will in favor of a local independent work and a 
mission station in Port Said, Egypt. - 

Two months before her death, Mrs. Nilsson asked 
the opinion of her sister as to the best testamentary 
disposition of money for the Lord’s work, but did not 
commit herself as to her purposes. Mrs. MacKinnon 
at the time said, “Why don’t pos send it to Dan Craw- 
ford for the work of the Luanza Mission?” giving 
her ah account of Crawford’s visit to Los Angeles and 
of his life and work in the long grass, 

As she was made executrix in the will, it devolved 
upon Mrs. MacKinnon to open the deposit box, at 
which time, to her surprise, she found that Mrs. Nils- 
son had made the change, and that the new will left 
all the residue of her estate, after some minor bequests, 
to Dan Crawford, “for the good work of his African 
Mission.” 

Having been retained by the executrix, I read the 
will and, on seeing the words, “to Dan Crawford for 
the good work of his African Mission,” 1 wondered 
who Dan Crawford was, for I had never heard of 
him. 

How I “Met” the Legatee 


I was in fact curious to know whether the testatrix 
might not have been better advised as to the bequest, 
as { supposed this was some lone free lance who had 
happened to appeal to the imagination of the two 
sisters. Still, my experience had led me to place con- 
fidence in Mrs. MacKinnon’s judgment of spiritual 
values. 

In this quandary, and perplexed by certain provi- 
sions. of the statute, I happened to wander into the 
local branch of the Los Angeles Public Library.. As 
I stood about eight feet from a rack of books classed 
under “Travel,” my eye was caught by a large volume 
bound in bright yellow cloth and with a startling title 
in black letters — “Thinking Black — Crawford” Un- 
suspecting, I pulled it off the shelf. Reading the title 
page and introductory pages, it gradually dawned upon 
me until it stood out from the page, and there he 
was, sure enough — “Dan Crawford, F.R.G.S.” 

I took the book home ‘and devoured it. I had slept 
and eaten and traveled thousands of miles as com- 
panion of one of the most apostolic missionaries of 
the world, known on three continents, and had myself 
spent several years in jungle land; but here was mis- 
sionary work up to my most advanced dreams. 

Needless to say, I found the duties attending this 
estate matter a very great privilege. I have ever since 
read everything kind hands have forwarded to me of 
this truly apostolic man and work, and thus it is that 
it has fallen to my lot to trace and relate the inside 
working of the hand of God as he worked in answer 
to prayer, overturning every obstacle to honor the 
faith of this chosen man and send him the needed funds 
from far-off Los Angeles to the heart of Africa. 

So this story is the outcome, and I hope it may help 
some to believe our wonderful God, as it has strength- 
ened me. 

God’s hand is to be seen again, this time in the 
timing of the will. 

By statute, all bequests for religious uses must be 
made more than thirty days before the death of the 
testatrix, or else they will be void as against the heirs. 

An examination of the dates of the will showed that 
it was executed by the blindly-acting and divinely- 
guided principal, witnesses, and notary just thirty-one 
days before the death! So while Africa prayed, God 
was working here in Los Angeles. 

But there is more of this. - 

_In fact, the lives of men of faith, hewing out the 
kingdom on far-flung battle fronts, are one vast mosaic 
of such events, as indeed they must needs be. 

Now, as to the timing of the arrival of the bequest 
and funds incident thereto, we have some things to tell. 

It will occur to some idly to say that, as the money 
was designed for the work, its arrival at Dan Craw- 
ford’s. door a week earlier or later could have made 
little difference. Many such do: not know our intimately 


One night as he lay awake in his missionary home 
in Africa, Dan Crawford reached for paper and 
pencil to record thoughts that had just come to 
him. He struck his hand against something, 
breaking the skin. - Infection set in. -Three days 
later when the ‘mail arrived he dictated his last 
letters. in that mail came a precious letter. all the 
way from Los Angeles. It-was a wonderful .train 
of events that led up to the sending of that letter, 
and they are here described by one who w 
their course from the beginning. 








personal God’s ways of so performing his acts for 
his believing ones as to bind us to himself. ‘ 

A preliminary incident in connection with the dis- 
tribution of the estate to Dan Crawford will serve to 
show-how God surmounts every obstacle to reward 
faith. 

During the last illness of Mrs. Nilsson, the execu- 
trix, herself a widow of limited means, had advanced 
three hundred dollars, which sum was secured by a note. 
As executrix, it devolved upon Mrs. MacKinnon to 


see that this note to herself, along with all other claims,: 


was presented in due form within the time allowed by 
law for the presentation of claims after the publica- 
tion of notice to creditors. But, in her unselfish frame 
of mind she overlooked her own claim entirely and 
it was outlawed, so that the court by its order dis- 
tributed to Dan Crawford three hundred dollars of 
Mrs. MacKinnon’s money. 

To alleviate this situation, I wrote Mr. Crawford, 
through D. M. Stearns and his Philadelphia lawyers, 
presenting proper records and credentials and asking 
to be allowed to retain the three hundred dollars, 
though taking a receipt for the full amount (some 
$1,500). In due course we heard from Luanza, Mr. 
Crawford himself acknowledging the kindly remem- 
brance and the goodness of God as well, and consent- 
ing to the deduction of the money due Mrs. MacKinnon, 

Six years passed. a ; 

Again Africa, in the long grass, was voicing its 


‘needs upward and the Lord heard. 


It was the spring of 1926. 

Though he divined it not, Dan Crawford’s match- 
less life work was completed. 

Around the rim of the horizon, in Los Angeles, 
Mrs. MacKinnon felt a strong urge to return to Dan 
Crawford the three hundred dollars. She had just 
sold a piece of real estate and had funds. She had 
always intended to aid her nieces and relatives with 
her money. But this urge came upon her, and she 
was also impressed with the futility of many family 
bequests. She felt impressed to add two hundred 
dollars to the three hundred and to send it to the 
long grass, and to do it quickly! She did. 

The draft for five hundred dollars was soon in the 
hands of the Postal Union and the banking machine 
of the world. 


Following a ‘Prayer Floated”? Envelope to Africa 

While this precious envelope is tossing on the face 
of the deep, get your map and put a pin on Los 
Angeles; then roll the library globe around and put 
another pin on Lake Mwero at the extreme south tip 
of the Nile’s supply. Also open your Bible to Psalm 
41: 3. 

Yonder, in a tiny room, Dan Crawford lies on his 

bed, reviewing his forces, presenting the needs of the 
stations in prayer, pondering the future, turning over 
some new acquisition of the native tongue or lore 
in his mind. 
_ Now let the fancy return to picture the busy, sweat- 
ing postal clerks on land and sea, men of many hues, 
of many tongues, under many flags; the slow progress, 
by ship’s hold, by train, by cart, by naked runner, hold- 
ing his precious missive aloft in the cleft of a stick 
as his glistening body glides through the glades of 
jungle land;—all the slow but sure progress around 
a vast sweeping arc of earth’s sphere. And, to the 
journey’s end, the eyes of God’s African legion of 
angels never losing sight of this particular prayer- 
floated envelope in the vast piles of mail. 

And so that envelope containing that draft, beset 
(to human eyes) with a thousand chances that it 
would be diverted from any possible co-ordination 
with the display of God’s intimate care for his servant, 
or the clock of Luanza’s needs, holds on its course. 

We have intimated that Dan Crawford’s life work 
was consummated. Let Dr. George Edwin Tilsley, 
his successor in the work, tell us, while this envelope 
creeps across the parched surface of the African veldt. 
(And remember Psalm 41: 3.) 

“On the night of Saturday, May 29, 1926, in his 


tiny, cell-like-bedroom, Dan Crawford lay asleep. He 
awoke, as he had awakened a thousand times before, 
the richer by a fragment of new-found truth. As he 
had done a thousand times béfore, he stretched for 
the paper and pencil to record his thoughts in writing. 
He knocked his left hand, abrasing the skin. There 
was iodine ‘there, but he was too sleepy to use it. On 
Sunday morning the hand was painful and there was 
much swelling, but by Monday afternoon the pain had 
lessened. _On Wednesday there was no pain at all. 
At two o®@fock on Wednesday afternoon, June 2, the 
mail having arrived, he dictated his last communica- 
tions.” 

This mail contained the draft for five hundred dol- 
lars, which had come all.the dusty way from Los 
Angeles! For it there was a crying need. And is 
it not written, “The Lord will strengthen him upon 
the bed of languishing: thou wilt make all his bed in 
his sickness” ? 

For many weeks the hand and eye of God had pre- 
pared this last cooling and soothing draft for the 
fevered lips of this his great saint and servant, made 
ready this smoothing of his pillow. God had timed it 
to the moment, and thus his mercy had commandeered 
all the forces of nature and of man to brighten the 
closing. moments of his servant’s~earthly career! 

Dan Crawford’s last message on earth was a grate- 
ful acknowledgment to the sender in Los Angeles; 
the last movement of his pen signed his name to a 
letter acknowledging God’s care for the work he was 
now laying aside. 

This is our great punctual God who counts the hairs 
of our heads and takes delight in using the crises of 
our lives to manifest his sovereign and exquisite care 
for his own, to honor them that honor him. 

A magnificent life work for Africa and for Christ 
consummated, Dan Crawford, F.R.G.S., Konga Vantu 
(“Gatherer of the people’), Africa’s Greatheart, the 
most beloved white man who ever entered an African 
village, fell asleep, to awake in a better country and to 
a dawn without a sunset. 

Los ANGELES. 
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For ye yourselves are taught of God to love 

one another (1 Thess. 4:9). 

HE word for taught of God is theodidaktos. We 

speak of autodidacts, people who are self-taught. 
This is as far as human capacity goes. They can cul- 
tivate their minds by persistent reading and observa- 
tion. But to love with power and completeness one 
must be theodidact,—taught of God, — and this is the 
ig used here. “For ye yourselves are God-taught 
to love.” 





Ye are fallen from grace (Gal. 5:4). 

E ARE fallen out (ex) of grace as a fledgling 

out of the nest. It is as fearful a thing for the 
Christian to fall out of the hands of the living God 
as for the godless to fall into his hands. 





Mark them which cause divisions and offences 
contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; 
and avoid them. For they that are such... 
by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts 
of the simple (Rom. 16:17, 18). 

OT good words by any means, but soft words and 

eulogies. These are the weapons by which they 

deceive the hearts of the akakoi,—the ‘“not-bad,” 
— for so it is literally. They do not deceive the minds 
of the “not-bad”; their minds are torpid, but the sen- 
sibilities and emotions of these neutral folk, — these 
men and women without strong convictions. So Paul 
advises Roman Christians to avoid such Modernist 
teachers who cause conflicts and divisions by working 
on the “not-bad,” —the colorless and simple folk with- 
out independence of character or thought. 

In verse 25, Paul prays to him who has power to 
strengthen such simple folk “according to my gospel, 
and the preaching of Jesus Christ.” One would have 
expected him to say “according to the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ and my preaching.” But Paul had said “to me 
to live is Christ.” He was so identified with Christ 
that Christ’s message was his message and his promul- 
gation of it was Christ speaking through him. 

New. Hampton, N. H. 








































































































‘leaders of the black race in Arkansas. 
‘head of the. first State school for delinquent and de- 
‘ pendent Negro boys in Arkansas; another, Dr, Lacy 
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Albert Booker was the founder and, for many 
years, president of the Arkansas Baptist College, 
an institution for colored young people. His slave 
father was whipped to death for having taught “the 
dangerous art of reading” to fellow slaves. He him- 
self was reared by a Negro grandmother of remark- 
able character who encouraged him to learn reading so 
‘that when he was ten years of age (in 1869) he was 
able to start’ a little school for other colored children 
in an old log cabin in Ashley County, Arkansas. The 
school equipment is listed by. Miss Lawrence in her 
sketch of Mr. Booker’s life (in Home and Foreign 
Fields) —the blue-back spelling book from which his 
old grandmother had taught him, McGuffey’s First 
Reader and Ray’s Mental Arithmetic! Joseph Booker 
‘had been the first Negro boy. in the county to learn 
‘to count to one hundred. ' The ‘school fee paid him was 
fifty cents a month for each child. 
In the following year the first public school in the 


(CoAtert Booker Christian Biography.—Joseph 


‘neighborhood was opened under the care of a kindly 


‘ex-Confederate soldier. Joseph took further teaching 
‘from him. Later by all sorts of economies and hard- 
ships he worked his way through the Branch Normal 
School at Pine Bluff, Arkansas, and in 1881 set out 
for Roger Williams University at Nashville. Here 
he spent five years, taking both general and theolog- 
tical training. After that he was. ready for his forty 
‘years of leadership in Christian education for .the 
Negro people. ‘He started to build a Negro Christian 
college at Little Rock and did build it with the aid 
“of the nickles and dimes contributed out of the poverty 
-of his race. The struggle for buildings and equipment 
‘lasted many years. The buildings were erected chiefly 
with student labor. Booker established manual train- 
ing departments, a theological department, and a press, 
‘which bec&me the chief printing agency for the Negro 
‘Baptists of the State. He-.and his students were an 


‘outstanding feature of the Colored State Conventions 
cand the student singing in-its simplicity and tenderness 


was quite another thing than the concert hall render- 
ings of “spirituals.” From this college went hundreds 
of young men and women to become teachers and 
One became 


K. Williams, is pastor of the Bethel Baptist Church, 


' Chicago, the largest Baptist church in the world. 


Many were the difficulties that Booker faced and 
overcame in his long life of service. One of the most 
unnecessary was that which Roman Catholicism put 
upon him. A whole block facing the campus of Ar- 
kansas Baptist College was purchased by Catholics for 
a competing institution. By fair promises and abun- 
dant money they were able to delude many of the 
Negroes. Booker saw and appreciated the menace of 
Catholic activity among his people and the last years 
of his life were spent in heart-breaking attempts to 
enlarge and improve the equipment of his school. 

A great Christian, a great. American, a great friend 
of the needy and unprivileged went away when Joseph 
Booker was called to his reward, September 6, 1926. 


Our colored brethren in Christ deserve our appre- 
ciation and co-operation. Home and Foreign Fields 
,says of the Negro Baptist churches in Louisiana that 
the most amazing thing is their evangelical’ loyalty 
in the seventeen parishes that are overwhelmingly 
Catholic. For generations these little Negro churches 
have maintained their faith in the midst of a civilization 
built on Catholic ideas. All along the highways, 
through town after town in southern Louisiana, little 
Negro churches bear testimony to the evangelical 
faith. The first French convert in the region around 
Marksville was a young man who heard the testimony 
vof a Negro Baptist preacher at a baptismal service 
in the bayou. 

-In the Negro colleges, or at least in certain of them, 
-young Negro men and women are not helped to retain 
evangelical convictions, in spite of the fact that such 
colleges were founded precisely for this purpose. In 
general, however, the Negro Christians are loyal to 
»the truth. Mr. Beagle of the Southern Baptist Home 
Mission Board speaks of being deeply impressed by 
the statement of one of the leading colored pastors 
«who was swaying a great audience with the text, “Buy 
the truth, and sell it not” (Prov. 23:23). “If we are 
to believe all,that we read,” he said, “we are forced 
to believe that many of our white brethren have left 
the plain beaten path of New Testament teaching. 
My brethren, regardless of hov: badly we need their 
-co-operation and financial aid, we cannot follow them, 
for we must remain true to our Lord and his truth.” 
“I could quote,” adds Mr. Beagle, “from many letters 


that show a deep concern and fear that we (whites) 
are not as loyal to the faith once for all delivered, as 
we should be.” 


The Christian Science Parent Church departs 
from the “Mother Church” “in endeavoring to bring 
a new spirit of sanity and common sense into the prac- 
tice of mental healing. It recognizes the unselfish 
humanitarian labors of the medical profession in. alle- 
viating human suffering.” In this position it supports 
itself on the alleged authority of Mrs. Eddy, “in whose 
personal experience there came a time when neither 
her own nor her. followers’ unaided faith was sufficient 
to relieve her of serious suffering. On various occa- 
sions she gratefully availed herself of the services of 
reputable physicians. She also authorized a practi- 
tioner when he had a patient whom he did not heal, 
‘to consult with an M.D. in the anatomy involved.’” 

This is indeed a new note. The editors of thé Chris- 
tian Science Watchman, organ of the Parent Church 
(from which we make these quotations), describe the 
staridpatters of “the Mother Church” as a vast army 
of practitioners, almost all of whom are dependent for 
their livelihood upon their practice. Unless they are 
loyal to the policies of the board of directors in Bos- 
ton and renounce medical co-operation they cannot be 
officially advertised as authorized practitioners. 
loyalty to the board of directors is punishable by ex- 
communication. Those suspected are out for financial 
and social disaster. Hence the fervent appeals fre- 
quently heard at testimony meetings for support of the 
Boston directors. 

We are also told that an irrational fear of what is 


1 *- . . . r M ] 
called malicious animal magnetism supplements this i gttre “i. | Aaidig: theperis: the wife of ai Norwegian 
~ missionary who has been cured’ of deafness. 


system of arbitrary control. A member who does not 
daily protect himself against these fancied malign 





New York Street Meetings 





The number of outdoor evangelistic meet- 
ings held last year by workers and. students 
of the National Bible Institute, New York 
City, was 3,408, and of persons confessing 
Christin these meetings, 2,738. Onehundred 
and eighty-five outdoor evangelistic meetings 
were held in one week, the week ending 
June 22. There are forty men and women 
on the outdoor staff, holding meetings at 35 
strategic points in and about New York. 
Several Princeton Theological Seminary stu- 
dents are helping, one of whom held eight 
evangelistic campaigns of two weeks each in 
a coast to coast journey, Students of the 
National Bible Institute serve each year more 
than one hundred New York churches. 





Dis- — . a 
‘from:6 A. M. till noon. She takes no-money in pay- 
“ment. 
-heathenism; then of her ‘conversion. 








forces is considered to be in a fatal mesmeric sleep, This 
preposterous superstition, has developed the most as- 
tounding psychology ever produced in any organization 
in modern times. ‘Groups, of mental. workers called 
the “Committee on Business” are employed in Boston 
to ward off the evil effects of these unseen mental 
influences. ; 

The five directors are described as a self-perpet- 
uating body controlling. millions. of dollars of trust 
funds and many. other millions of f&come-bringing 


property. There is an enormous increase of mortality 
-within the organization according te this report. . The 


public seldom. hears of the patient to whom. after 
months of. suffering .a.doctor is hurriedly called: in 
order that there.may -be no legal complications: in se- 
curing a death- certificate... The facts in such cases 
are usually suppressed. through the elaborate system 


of espionage .and press supervision maintained to 


protect the Mother Church. 

Under the caption of “A Ghastly Record” an account 
is given of the “appalling death record of the Chris- 
tian Science Sanatorium in Brookline, Mass., “and 
how this has been covered up by. recording the deaths 
not from the institution but~from the street number 
of the institution. This gives the impression that a 
death at that institution- has been a very rare event. 
The contrary is true. 

Literature on the subject can be obtained gratis 


by application to 20 Jackson Place, N. W., Washing- 
ton, D. C. 


To Another the Gifts of Healing by the Same 
Spirit.—One notices in current mission reports a. con- 
stantly increasing number of accounts of miraculous 
happenings as if we were approaching days. of -the.out- 
pouring of the Spirit and of the “one far-off divine 


‘event toward which the whole creation moves.” French 


Protestant missionaries in Madagascar tell the story 
of a Malagasy woman, Ravalon-jana-hary,a modest 
Christian whose miraculous cures “have shaken all 
Madagascar.” TT BEF sph 

For eighteen years this woman has been a faithful 
Christian witness in’ the heathen South Betsileo coun- 
try. They call hér “the one awakeried from the déad,” 
for at one’ time she,had been taken to the church for 
burial when ‘she suddenly returned’ to consciousness. 
After this, divine revelations were given her: and gifts 
of healing. : 

She exercised this ministry at first in the solitudes of 
the mountains and among her immediate acquaintances. 
Gradually her circle of activity widened. Today they 


“come to her from ali directions and burdened with all 


sorts of maladies. “They come hundreds of’ kilometers. 
A French missionary lately found more than five hun- 


_dred persons, from évery corner of the island, camped 


in neighboring villages. 
Ravalon-jana-hary prays with people in the church 


She relates the story of her life in sin and 
She witnesses 
to her faith in Christ in‘whose name alone she can 
do anything and calls on those who seek healing to 


“exercise a like faith. 


Do genuine healings follow?. The best of witnesses 


Accounts 
are also given of healing at a distance. 

The missionaries are in sympathy .with her and 
seek to help her to preserve the humility that has 
hitherto characterized her. Roman Catholics attack 
her bitterly, accusing her of witchcraft, probably. be- 


) Cause many of their own people resort to her. and are 
‘healed. She declares that in vision she has been told 
‘to make clear to all that there-is no miediator between 


and man save Christ Jesus. Twice has she been 


brought before the pr ee and been stoned-by Ro- 


manists on the way. 
the other cheek. 


Away from, Rome in Poland.—Bishop Kowalski, 
head of the Mariavites, a body of reformed Catholics, 
has been condemned to ten months imprisonment after 
trial behind closed doors for having offended the 
Catholic. Church in a sermon utterance. He had 
previously served a six-months’ fortress imprisonment 
for having in certain publications attacked the abuses 
of the Roman Church, : 

This is. one thing happening in “the Spain of East- 


he did not. complain but turned 


ern Europe.” But there are others more encouraging. 
The Deutsche Kirchenblatt of Reval reports that whole 


parishes in Poland are leaving the Church of Rome 
for the National Polish Church. In Skierbieszew at 
Whitsuntide two thousand cut loose from Rome. At 
Swiechow the whole parish of 4,700 souls with their 
priest, Father Lorens, at their head seceded to the 
national curch. The formal meeting for secession 
took place in the open air June 24, 1928, in the presence 
of seven thousand people. Bishop Fulman of Lublin 


called on the police commissioner with 140 police: to 


proceed against the apostate parish, but no greund 
for action was found. and the Starost himself teek 


“part im the service and expressed satisfaction with it. 


. .. Shortly after, five more parishes announced their 
secession. Roman Catholic influence has succeeded 
in securing the arrest of Father Lorens, but the break 
from Rome continues nevertheless. , 


Shall We “Scrap” the Word “Heathen” ?—Shall 
we sing Heber’s line “The non-Christian in his blindness 
bows down to wood and stone,” and Miss Haver- 


.gal’s “Tell it. out among the non-Christians that 
.the Lotd is King”? . The time for that has far 


from come. Never. was there so much heathen- 
ism.-in the world as today. Dr. Pauiine Jeffery. of 


.the Union Missionary Medical School for Women, 


Vellore, India, writes of the disease and misery visible 
at the annual heathen festival at. Tirupurangundram: 

“Never have I seen such a collection of diseased, dis- 
torted human beings assembled in one spot before. 
All conceivable and inconceivable ailments seemed to 
be there represented, and ‘some who did not have dis- 
eases had devised them,—for instance, some had 
buried a leg in the sand to make the crowd pity their 
deformities.. Others had sharply flexed both knees and 
hidden their. feet under their haunches and covered 
the knees with red-smeared rags to make it appear that 

























































































me 
con- 
lous 
out- 
livine 
rench 
story 
hodest 
n all 


ithful 
coun- 
déad,” 
+h for 
ismess, 
| gifts 





des of 
ances, 
y they 
ith all 
neters. 
> hun- 


amped 


‘hurch 
1 pay- 
n and 
nesses 
ie can 
ing to 


nesses 
vegian 
counts 


r and 
it has 
attack 
ly. be- 
id are 
n told 
‘tween 
> been 
y Ro- 
turned 


valski, 
holics, 
after 
d the 
> had 
nment 
abuses 


East- 


aging. — 


whole 
Rome 
ew at 
>, At 
| their 
to the 
ession 
esence 
Lublin 
ice: to 


round 


1th. tt. 
| their 
ceeded 
break 


~Shall 
ndness 
laver- 
; that 
‘s far 
athen- 
ry of 
o 

visible 
dram: 
d, dis- 
yefore, 
1ed to 
e dis- 
> had 
’ their 
es and 
overed 
ir that 





Peng ene 


een Onn ee 





ee 


‘Lesson for September 1 


. they only had stumps of legs. Knowing -that many of 


the really deformed and sick refused to be treated 
lest they lose their only source of income, I again 


pondered. : 

“Later I added to this the picture of one of: Dr. 
Scudder’s roadside patients who had an enormous 
cystic tumor on the back of her neck, but refused 
operation because she ‘needed the tumor as her pil- 
low.’” 

The nationalist movement in India with Gandhi's 
consent and co-operation is insisting that the Hindu 
tradicional medicine is more effective than modern 
European medicine. . They have publications to de- 
fend this foolish view and The Ayurvedic Journal 
maintains that Hindu medicine has attained absolute 
perfection! : 

No, to deny the existence of heathenism and heathen 
is as senseless as Mrs. Eddy’s denial of sin and ‘sick- 


~ ness. 


The Roman roads and the Pax Romana made 
possible the rapid evangelization of the Roman Em- 
ire. The automobile is proving a precious auxiliary 
or. the evangelization of the modern heathen world, 
— in so far as it is utilized. In Annam a missionary 
is able to supervise nine churches, tens of miles apart, 
making frequent visits and carrying on the evangel- 
istic work of two or three not furnished with a Ford. 
Mr. and Mrs. Cadmun, with two native evangelists, 
have been preaching along the Route Mandarine, which 
stretches for 2,000 kilometers from Hanoi south t 
Saigon, then west to Battambang and the Siamese 
border. The party traveled 4,000 kilometers through 
rice fields and villages and Crowded cities, on good 
roads and mud foads, sowing Scriptures, selling hun- 
dreds of portions and tracts, sleeping in Annamese 
huts after little meetings in the same huts. 


The Alliance of Atheists of Russia is linked up 
with the I. P. F., that is, the International Proletarian 
Free Thought Society, and in general has relations to 
the other atheists organizations of the world. Pub- 
lications and correspondence are handed on from one 
organization to another. An anti-religious exposition 
is planned for Russia, to be sent thence to other coun- 
tries. The central committee urges the branch soci- 
eties to win the attention and good will of the general 
populace by various good works, such as building 
schools, repairing bridges,. opening créches (“day 
nurseries”), aiding the crippled, organizing co-opera- 
tives, and acquiring hotels. “Where this is done in any 
degree the organization enjoys a remarkable authority 
among the people.” 

The Atheist at Work is a publication edited by 
Longuinov. It is significant that “the hatred and 
cynicism of these atheists is directed in its cartoons 
especially against the face: of the Saviour whom for- 


. merly they called the universal peacemaker of social- 


ism and the little Nazarene carpenter.” . 

A Russian, I. Logovsky, writing in Foi et Vie, 
quofés some of the historical science of this anti- 
christian movement. Professor Viper has written a 
history of Christianity in which he says that the so- 
cieties of early Christians were nothing but secret 
organizations of bankers “with armed militia at their 
disposal. 

Such historical hodgepodge is fed out to the Russian 
youth as the last word,of historical science. These 
professors train the school teachers in normal insti- 
tutions and hold it their first duty to dethrone “the 
perfect lie which religion puts at the disposal of the 
exploiting classes.” 

“Our enumeration of those leading this fanatical 
uprising against God,” says Mr. Logovsky, “would 
not be complete if we did not name that vast allied 
army of subservient who adore the Beast, betraying 
their consciences and intelligences. Among these rene- 
gades are many former priests and professors of canon 
law, as the ex-priest Galkine Britchnitch, Professor 
Souchoplioney, and N. Verchovsky. They hate Christ 
and the Church with the hatred of conscious apostates. 
A sort of delirium makes them cast in the mud that 
which they once adored or seemed to adore. They 
turn their vast science of dogma and history against 
Christianity with a hatred which is diabolical.” 


Professor Masaryk, the President of Czechoslo- 
vakia, is a scholar of the first rank. He has no sym- 


- pathy with the pseudo-scientific atheism that is harrying 
"Russia. In his address at the tenth anniversary of the 


independence of the Czech Republic he made this lofty 
statement : 

“I believe that democracy, like the whole life of 
individuals and nations, is dependent upon the grace 
of God. In my opinion the program of the separation 
of the churches from the State should not take the 
form of a struggle against religion. Our democracy 
must be in constant reform and constant revolution, — 
but a revolution of heads and hearts.” 


The Association of Baptists for Evangelism in the 
Orient (Incorporated) has issued a bulletin that is 
one of the most heartening documents which has re- 
cently come to us. A group of American missionaries, 
some of them with years of experience in the Philip- 
pines, have broken away to work unhampered by asso- 
ciation with Modernist missionaries. Their statement 


is, “The apostolic method and the apostolic message 
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with the work of the Holy Spirit will evangelize 
the world.” They state that the need is for churches 
rather than for colleges, evangelism rather than for 
professional training, expansion rather than “concen- 
tration.” The raising up of a native pastorate has 
been neglected. The theological school of the Central 
Philippine College graduates but one pastor this year, 
and has very few in training. In the Doane Evangel- 
istic Institute a two-years’ course will give Bible train- 
ing for the pastors of the little churches that must 
be built up if the Philippines are to be evangelized. 
A friend of the new venture is to support twenty stu- 
dents. in this school. The First Baptist Church in 
Manila has been organized and has now close on to 
a hundred members. 
~- Dr. Thomas, the leader of this forward movement, 
preached at the last Manila. Carnival. For sixteen 
days. he held continuous meetings-“from late afternoon 
until midnight, going to bed nightly at 1 A. M. At 
these meetings over 100,000 leaflets and tracts were 
given out, and tens of thousands of Bible portions 
sold. Over 200 slips were passed .in asking for fur- 
ther literature, and 180 or more wrote that they would 
like to join an evangelical church. Questions of all 
sorts were answered, and a sweet spirit retained 
throughout. It was really remarkable that in this 
Carnival setting of gambling and dancing people were 
inquiring about the way of life. 

“The Lord blessed our work at the Carnival in 
many ways,” he writes. “We knew that we must have 





A Faith Orphanage in Austria 





The Waiern Institution at Feldkirchen in 
Carinthia, Austria, is led by Pastor Johannes 
Hermann. Forty yearshasit been working. It 
was founded in faith and in dependenceon God 
and many striking providences have marked 
its establishment and the building of its home. 
Thus building stone and sand were found 
on the land bought, and the gifts in kind of 
the peasantry about have been a real help. 
In forty years over a thousand children have 
been taken in, most of them saved from un- 
speakable misery. ‘‘We early sow the seed 
of the Word in our homes because we know 
that on this holy method depends the whole 
development and growth of the child, Fur- 
ther it is much in our hearts not only to lead 
the children into the usual forms of religious 
thought and activity but we seek to have them 
really learn to know God. Each week in 
the institution closes with a service of thanks- 
giving and the children bring in written 
statements of praise and petition to God. 
We wish them to realize that the fear of the 
Lord is the beginning of wisdom. Of the 
hundreds who have gone through the home 
many are now active in the service of the 
Kingdom.” | Preachers, officials, artisans, 
teachers, and missionaries praise the Lord for 
having been led tohim in the Waiern Orphan- 
age. This is one of the few institutions in 
Austria in evangelical hands, a stronghold of 
the Bible in Bibleless Austria and it must 
not be allowed to go down. Last Christmas 
a fire destroyed the barn with all the cattle 
feed, wheat, corn, oats, and fruit on which 
one hundred and fifty depended for their 
winter supply of food! 











literature, but that costs money. I wrote to America, 
but nothing came of it. Then a telegram was re- 
ceived ‘stating that a friend had sent from Philadel- 
phia 85,000 tracts and leaflets for use in the Carnival. 
He said it cost forty dollars gold to get it here. As 
we had not sent word to this friend and as no such 
plan as this was contemplated by others, it must 
have been of the Lord. It is wonderful to see these 
people crowding around our workers, getting their 
portions, nor do they tear them up as some Gospel- 
hardened folk at home. Long after midnight eager 
young men, like Nicodemus of old, inquire about the 
way of life. Ihave talked with Mohammedans, Jews, 
Hindus, Aglipayans, Chinese, Japanese, and many, 
many Romanists. We go to bed rejoicing! And all 
this amid the din and glare of the Carnival.” 


“The Revolt of Youth” Against Decency.—“Week- 
end marriages” are the latest variant of the Holmes- 
Lindsey companion-marriage. A meeting was recently 
called in the Koellnische Gymnasium, Berlin, by the 
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Socialist school league with handbills to all students- 
above twelve. The hall was full of boys and gins, 
some four hundred of them, and the platform adorned 
with red banners. School councilor Ruge addressed 
the meeting saying that it was not enough that scholars 
had fought for the right to smoke cigarettes on the 
way to school and to walk freely with the girl students. 
They must have the right to decide on matters regard- 
ing instruction. A truly Chinese student idea! Dr. 
Hirschfeld, greeted as “comrade” by the children, said 
that life should be built up not on authority but on 
comradeship. Young people were in their naturalness 
far superior to their elders whose “experience” did 
not count much, for when they left school they ceased 
learning. . He advocated natural sexual intercourse 
among the young people, closing. with vile counsel 
amid the applause of the many children. 

The -following circular was sent out by the students 
of the Werner Siemens Real-Gymnasium in Berlin. 
These students are what we would call-high school 
students. 

“Dear fellow students and friends: The time has 
finally come when we students in the new German 
State can and must demand our holiest [ !] rights. -In 
contrast with the high classical example of the ancient 
world we pine in the shackles of mofal slavery. When 
shall we finally shake them off? It is not enough that 
we of the Werner Siemens school or fellow students 
in foreign schools raise our voices and break with a 
violent effort the bands that a gloomy reaction binds 
about us. No! We of the Werner Siemens school 
break the ways for new ideas of true culture and 
humanity. Who is not with us is against us. There- 
fore, dear fellow students, go with us and we shall 
together conquer. The said union will appeal to all 
German gymnasia in order to win members for its 
holy cause. Our aim is first, free love and safe sexual 
intercourse. Secondly, the doing away with all ridic- 
ulous compulsions. Thirdly and fourthly, [proposals 
too evil to print]. Fifthly, war on all teachers who 
are hostile to us. ; 

“A short but noble program as you see. The fight 
will be a hard one since powers of darkness stand 
against us. But through night to light! through battle 
to victory! Per aspera ad astra.” 


Here is a solid piece of social service carried 
on from year to year. by American churches. Of 
the twenty-eight hospitals operated by Baptists of the 
South eighteen have been started since 1919. These 
hospitals, the valuation of which is about fifteen mil- 
lions, treated 60,000 patients last year, 13,000 without 
charge! Contributions made on Mother’s Day in 
Baptist churches nearly covers the $600,000 which this 
free service costs. 

The six hundred Protestant denominational hospitals 
of the country cared for 4,760,000 bed-patients last 
— beside another million who did not remain over 
night. 

Or take this following illustration of the church’s 
usefulness. The Westminster Presbyterian Church, 
Brooklyn, has been turned over on generous terms to 
the Norwegian Seamen’s Mission. Over a thousand 
Scandinavian seamen visit this mission daily. Its 
post office received 108,709 letters for seamen during 
the year. Its manager took charge in 1928 of over 
a million kroner for seamen in port and sent an even 
larger sum back to seamen’s homes in Norway! 


Brief Notes.—The Australian Council of the 
World-Wide Evangelization Crusade led by Mr. 
Charles Studd has organized the Borneo Evangelical 
Mission and Borneo Fellowship and has sent four 
young men to Borneo to pioneer evangelical missions 
there. . . . Thousands of Jews near Vilna in Eastern 
Poland are reported .as accepting Christ in families 
and groups. Congregations are being formed, that 
at Kucewicze being the most prominent. The New 
Testament is read in Hebrew, but public worship 
continues along synagogual lines. They are planning 
active missionary work among Jewish populations. 
. . -The French government is reported to have 
erdered fifteen million gas masks for the civilian 
population. Mr. J. M. Spaight in his powerful book, 
“Pseudo-Security,” declares that the essential quality 
of swift penetrativeness inherent in erial warfare “has 
sounded the knell of all the hopes of those who put 
their trust in international sanctions.” ... An ica 
Keswick, held by the missionaries of the Heart of 
Africa Mission at Ibambi on the Welle, brought to- 
gether 32 missionaries and 3,000 natives. ... The 
Positive Union for Bible and Creed was founded at 
Eisenach January 3, 1929, to bring together on a 
Scriptural basis all the evangelical elements in Ger- 
man Christianity. ... Mr. Haymaker of the Guate- 
mala Presbyterian Mission says that there was «s 
much rejoicing among the progressive Catholic ele- 
ments in Latin America over the election of Mr. 
Hoover as among Protestants elsewhere. They knew 
what it would have meant to Latin-American prog- 
ress to have an acknowledged subject of the Roman 
Church in the White House. . . . In the German Bap- 
tist Mission in the Camerouns last year the number 
of native evangelists rose from 150 to 203 and mem- 
bership from 6,500 to 8,709. 


New Hampton, N. H. 
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Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 
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tions for answer, and other communications, 
may be addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times, 323-327 North Thirteenth 
delphia. No names or addresses or identity will be 
published in The Sunday School Times; and if ques- 
tions are too personal for an answer in these 
columns, Mother Ruth will be glad to reply indi- 
vidually if possible, if return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth:—I am a girl of 22 years of age and 
have been a Christian for several years. I have never 
had: a good spiritual boy friend and I believe that this is 
for the best although I cannot see it that way now. I 
honestly. believe that when it is the Lord’s will I will meet 
@ friend (regardless of my attempt specially to try to meet 
friends) who will take an interest in me. Do you think 
I am right in believing this? Do you think the Lord in- 
tends for every one to marry? Probably the reason every 
one is. not married is because he or she has failed to follow 
God’s plan. Or do you think the Lord intends for some 
to be single? I know I am in the path of duty now and 
just where the Lord wants me to work for him, and I 
know when he wants me elsewhere he will plainly show 
me the way, as I was plainly shown before. It wiil be a 
big help to me if you will kindly answer these questions in 
The Sunday School Times. I am very anxious to hear 
your answer—A CHRISTIAN. 


Y DEAR GIRL: If you will open your Bible to 
the fourth chapter of Philippians, you will find 


these words in the eleventh verse: “For I have 


learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be 
content.” Read this whole chapter, and get the vic- 
tory over anxiety, which is your privilege. To be 
willing to let God plan your life, and to rest in the 
pruning, developing, denying, or withholding, as God 
sees best, is going to make a Christian of you such 
as God. can use to his honor and glory. 

It is very easy to say we want’ God’s will to be done, 
but it is another thing to sit still and really let him 
have his way, isn’t it? But you will learn the bless- 
edness of it, and into your character will grow a power 


_ and strength that will make of you a rare Chrisiian. 


God has need of just such a young girl, and can use 
you if you will be patient and let him do the choosing 
for you. Let. your own desires be swallowed up in 
his desires for you. 

Do not make any attempt to force the friendship of 
any boy. That would be unwomanly. But this does 
not mean that you should be repellent or rude. If 
you really have given over your life to the Lord, do 
not withdraw the gift you have made, but leave all 
in his hands. Let him have full control over every 
change in your life, every friend, and everything that 
touches you. “Trust in the Lord with ali thine heart; 
and lean not unto thine own understanding” (Prov. 
3:5). 

Yes, it is very evident that God does not intend for 
every one to marry. Many a woman on the mission 
field today has renounced the joys of married life, and 
others have given up their desire for it, that they 
might serve the Lord as he saw best for them. They 
were willing that God should have their best affections 


. and their highest love. The compensation that he 


gives in. this life, and that will be theirs. in the beyond, 
cannot be computed. The faith that you say you have 
to know you are in the path of duty now, and that 
God will show you the next step which he wants you 
to take, is the faith that shall have its reward in your 
life. Do not get impatient at any time, but keep your 
faith steadily fixed on him, and the result in your life 
will be blessed. God is so faithful and is so wise that 
he never makes a mistake, and you can afford to trust 
him wholly, to the joy of your heart and life. I want 
to leave this hymn with you. 


Holy Saviour, Friend unseen, 

Since on Thine arm Thou bidst me. lean, 

Help me .throughout life’s varying scene 
By faith to cling to Thee! 


Though faith and hope a while be tried, 

I ask. not, need not, aught beside; 

How safe, how calm, how satisfied, 
The. soul that-clings to Thee! 


Blest is my lot, whate’er befall; 

What can disturb me, what appall, 

Whilst as my Rock, my Sttength, my All, 
Saviour, I. cling to Thee? 


i 
The “Summer Slump” Prize Offer 


HE Sunpay ScHoot ‘Times: would like to hear 


from its readers as to: the success they have had, in 


- their local churches and Sunday-schools,. in overcom- 


ing the tendency of vacation time and hot weather to 
diminish services or «close the sessions. ‘Have you 
solved the problem?. If so, how did you'do it? ~ Will 
you give other readers the benefit of your experience? 

Articles of from 1,000 to 1,500 words are desired, 
the manuscripts to_be submitted by or before October 
15, 1929. Please de not. write of how you think the 
matter ought to be handled, but.tell how, in your own 
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experience, it has been successfully handled. For the 
best article on the subject, if sufficiently strong, Tue 
Sunpay ScuHoot Times will gladfy pay a prize award 
of $25. For all other articles retained for publication 
the usual editorial rates wilt be paid. Manuscripts - 
should be submitted in typewriting, double spaced be- 
tween the lines, on one side of the paper only, with a 
stamped return envelope bearing the writer’s address, 
and sent exclusively to the Times, addressed to Con- 
test Editor, THe Sunpay ScHoot Times, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 
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Class Maps ° 
By as E. Stewart 


CLASS of women in our Sunday-school desired 

a set of maps that would assist them in under- 
standing the Bible lessons. They found that cloth 
maps might be purchased for fifty cents each, but they 
could not afford to pay that much for as many as they 
desired. As set of maps on rollers was quite. ott of the 
question. They found a set of maps printed on strong 
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‘paper, some of them as large as twenty. by twenty- 


four inches, others somewhat smaller, that were: just 
about. what they. desired.. The full set cost them one 
dollar and fifty cents. 

They obtained from a bookstore some firm but lighf- 
weight cardboard that was just right to back their 
maps, costing an average of five cents a map... The 
maps were pasted to the. pasteboard with boiled flour 
paste which cost almost nothing. The maps have eye- 
lets at the top to hang them up by, and they can be 
brought to the class table and stood up against a vase 
or passed about the class for closer inspection at any 
time without danger of tearing or cracking. Two long, 
almost headless finishing nails put in the classroom 
wall are used for hanging the set, one directly over 
the other in the sequence in which they are most apt 
to be used, so storing is no problem, as it often is with 
rolled maps. : 

The class has lent their maps to practically. every 
class. in the Sunday-school that -is- old enough to 
understand maps, so they feel that the two dollars they 
paid for the set and material. to back them was money 
well spent. The set has been in use three years and 
is good for many more, 


Boutper, Coro; 
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A former member of the Times staff who 
has gone to be with the Lord 








A Lifetime in Sunday School Work | 







By Philip E. Howard 




















UGH CORK, who would always wish-to be 
known as.a Sunday-school man; has been called 
Home. He died on June 14 at his home. in 
Moore, Pa., near Philadelphia, where he had his resi- 
dence for a number of years. It is about six- years 


since Mr. Cork was laid aside from his active work, 


as “Ways of Working” Editor of THe Sunpay ScHOoL 
Times, after a life of devoted, unsparing sgrvice in 
the Sunday-school cause. 

We of Tue SunDAy ScHOOoL TIMES came into close 
personal relationship with him, when he managed the 
famous city-wide one-day visitation in behalf of Phila- 
delphia churches and Sunday-schools. His headquar- 
ters were in THE SuNbAY ScuHoo. Times building, 
and there he and the chairman of his committee, Dr. 
George W. Bailey, a director of the Times Company, 
were in daily conference. 

Hugh Cork came into our circle as an enthusiast. 
He was square-shouldered, energetic, clear-eyed, with 
cordial ways, and great patience in matters of detail, 
and with an easy mastery of the machinery of organ- 
ization. He seemed to have thought of everything 
necessary to the visitation plan; and his abounding 
energy, his forceful and kindly personality, his capac- 
ity for hard work, made friends for him on every 
hand, and showed him to be .an excellent teammate 
for Dr. Bailey in the leadership of the visitation of 
the great city in a single day. 

My picture of Hugh Cork is that of a man built 
for heavy hoads, and carrying them handily up steep 
grades. His zeal did not appear to yield to circum- 
stance. The push, the drive of it kept up, even after 
his disabling illness came upon him, when he bravely, 
painfully tried to do what his busy, consecrated spirit 
urged, though his strength was not equal to the 
will. 

Hugh, as most of his friends readily called him, was 
of English birth. Coming te this country when quite 
young he worked hard for an education. 

After graduating with honors from Wheaton Col- 
lege, he served as a missionary of the American Sun- 
day School Union; as an International Sunday-school 
worker, under B. F. Jacobs and William Reynolds, in 
charge of four States; as General Secretary of the 
Minnesota, Pennsylvania, and Illinois State Sunday 
School Associations; as Mr. Wanamaker’s Assistant 
in Bethany Presbyterian Sunday-school of Philadel- 


phia; and as Assistant General Secretary of the Inter-" 


national Sunday School Association with Mr. Marion 
Lawrance. He became also the Statistical Secretary 


of the World’s Sunday School. Association; and a. 


member of its executive committee. During the War 
he was Religious Work Director of the Army Y. M. 
C. A. in charge of the sixty camps of.the six States 
of the Southern Department, standing there for the 


fundamentals of the faith and for genuine soul-saving | 


evangelism; then he taught the Sunday-school Course 
of the Moody Bible Institute, Chicago. ‘ 

Bethany Presbyterian Temple of Philadelphia, an 
outgrowth of Bethany, recalled Mr. Cork to the work 
in that great Sunday-school, which had been organ- 
ized by him sixteen years before. Simultaneously he 
joined the staff of this periodical. 

Hugh Cork was a stanch defender of the old faith. 


At one time he undertook an investigation: inte the - 


general position of America’s largest Sunday-schools 
with reference to orthodox belief, as contrasted with 
Modernism, and his strikingly interesting findings, re- 





ported in the Times of December 9, 1922, are well 
worth repeating here:.. ; 


“To firid out where are the Sunday-schools which 
draw the most and why they win and hold the crowds 
I am making an investigation, and up to the time of 
this writing the following are the schools of over 
2,500 enrollment which have reported. 


First Baptist Church, Fort Worth, Texas ......... 6,200 
Open Door, Bibie Institute of Los Angeles, Cal. ... 5,358 


First Christian, Canton, Ohio ................... 5,000 
East Calvary M. E. (Colored) Philadelphia ...... 3,734 
First Church, United Brethren, Canton, Ohio ..... 3,599 
First Presbyterian, Seattle, Wash ............... 3,550 
First Christian, Long Beach, Cal. ............... 3.454 
Moody Chureh, Chicago, Ill. ................... 3,124 
Bethany Presbyterian, Philadelphia .............. 2,5 


“It is interesting to note in answer to the New 
York preacher’s question, ‘Shall the Fundamentalists 
Win?’ that those holding to the old Book evidently 
teach that which attracts, for each of the above-named 
schools teaches the doctrines the New York preacher 
discards. = 

“It is interesting to note that they are not only large 
schools as to numbers, but they are most fruitful as 
to evangelism and great feeders of the churches of 
which they are parts; while the above-mentioned New 
York preacher’s church of 1,869 members being fed 
on Modernistic food has a Sunday-school of 265, and 
out of the sehool and church only 35. jomed church 
on profession of faith, and the net gain of this large 
membership was only 19 for the last year. 

“It is the same old story all over the country in 
Sunday-schools as well as in pulpéts, the Modernist’s 
Gospel has net enough ‘good news’ in it to attract 
folks. Just as the Lord Jesus said, ‘And I, if I .be 
lifted up, will draw all men unto me.’ Therefore let 
us use Paul’s method to win and hold a large attend- 
ance — lift up Jesus Christ, teach the Word, ‘be in- 
stant im season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort 
with all longsuffering and doctrine.’ ” 


_ Hugh Cork was one of the “old guard” in organ- 
ized Sunday-school work. He was at home in the 
company of those gifted men of vision who like Reyn- 
olds, Jacobs, Hartshorne, Wells, Warren, Bailey 
Heinz, Wanamaker, applied business principles to the 
far-reaching correlation of Sunday-school forces, with 
spiritual’ soul-saving ends ‘always supreme. °° 

In one of the Times office prayer-meetings, before 
Hugh Cork came to our staff, he spoke ‘of a difficulty 
he had experienced with a tendency to oversensitive- 
ness and impatience. As “he told what- the Lord had 
done for him in victory over this, he dwelt upon the 
“love chapter,” and then he exclaimed with ‘a happy 
note of gratitude, “And that chapter has taken the 
chip off my shoulder !” . 4 

So indeed it. was. Hugh greatly endeared himself 
to his Tres associates. In his long illness, the result 
of two apoplectic strokes, his consecration was shown 
in reliance upon the Lord’s will, and: in his up-bearing 
in many painful hours. The Light was there within 
his soul. 

PHILADELPHIA. 


_ An act of faith is a composite thing, it is more than 
just asking. ... Ask and take, and the thing is done. 
—Dr. Northcote Deck, in the Keswick Calendar. 
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| LESSON 9. SEPTEMBER I. 


\ International Uniform Lesson.—Ezra 7:1 to 8 : 36 
Golden Text.—The hand of our God is upon all them that seek him, for good.— Ezra 8: 22 
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EZRA’S RETURN TO JERUSALEM 
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The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. Russell Howden 
Foreword 


Saviour! I follow on, 

Guided by Thee; 
Seeing not’ yet the hand 

That: leadeth me: ; , 
Huslied’ be my heart, and still, 
Fear I no further ill; 
oy rare 

will s ’ 
: —The Rev. C. S. Robinson. 


The Historical ‘Setting 


T IS interesting to notice that the Artaxerxes named 
} jn this chapter may be the Ahasuerus of the Book 
of Esther. If so, his marriage with a Jewish prin- 
cess would help to explain his readiness to assist her 
people. 
The . . 
ters 1 to 6 refer to a period. considerably. earlier than 


the rest of thie book: Ghapter 1:begins with the de- | 


cree of Cyrus, 536 B: C. The second part of the 
book; from-chapter 7 to the end, begins 458 B. C. It 
introduces Ezra whose genealogy is summarized. He 
went up in the seventh year of Artaxerxes who granted 
- him a special fitman. “Ezra sometimes. writes of: him- 
self. in the third. person. as here, and sometimes. in the 
first person. as in verses 27 and 4 
that the change of person. marks a change of author- 
ship. This, however, is conjectural and. we cannot: be 
dogmatie either way. e have a similar instance in 
Deuteronomy 4, for example. ; 

By the genealogy compared to 1 Chronicles 6:15 
Ezra appears to have been a brother of Jehozadak and 
~ uncle of Joshua the high priest. Ezra was deported 

’ with Zedekiah. It will be seen by a reference to 


the genealogies that Ezra was.a priest, though not the: 


high priest. He was also a scribe, one of those whose 
task and delight it was to expound the law. 


. Verse by Verse 

Ezra 7:6.—A ready scribe. It is thought that these 
words could: not have been used of himself. by Ezra, 
and that therefore this passage must have come from 
the pen of a later editor or compiler. It is doubtful, 
however, whether the words amount to more than a 
technical term. If this is so, it means simply that 
Ezra is stating his fitness for his task in very much 
the same way that Paul did upon occasion. Compare 
Galatians 1:1. Prophecy was about to cease for 
four hundred years. At such a juncture as this Ezra 
completed the canon of the Old Testament and set 
forward that new. and very detailed study of the holy 
Scriptures through which in the providence of God 
they were preserved during the intervening centuries. 


Verse 7—Nethinim, The word is derived from the 
verb naihan, to give. They were men given or de- 
voted to God. It is noteworthy that such a strong and 
distinctive word as this was employed to denote those 
who belonged merely to the lower orders of Temple 
servants. It was a high honor to be even a door- 
keeper in-the house of God (Psa. 84:10). In such a 
fashion ought we all to regard any work for God that 
we are privileged to do, however lowly or unimportant 
it may seem to be.. We ought to pray more than we 
do forthe work of sidesmen, ushers, church officers, 
or whatever we may call them. Nor should the door- 
keepers and séxtons and such like workers be for- 
gotten before the throne of grace. 


Verse 8—The fifth month. That is the month Ab. 


It would be about the end of July. 


' Verse 9.—Began he to go up. He made the neces- 


sary preliminary arrangements for his journey. First 


, month. Nisan or Abib corresponds, to our March or 


, April. 
Verse’.10.—Ezra had set his heart. Note the three 


3 stages of the resultant work, seeking, doing, teaching - 


va -heod's tae. 


*~- Chapter 8: 21.—The river Ahavo. No certain iden- ( 
tification of this stream has been made. It seems prob- - 


able that it was somewhere near Babylon, and it. was 
very likely one of the many canals which open from 
'» the Euphrates near the. city. 
"Verse 22—I was ashamed. It would be a good 
‘thing always for us Christians to gemember that the 
honor of God is in some measure committed to our 
hands. And we need to be careful lest we should give 
any occasion to stumble by our own lack of confidence 
in him. So often Christians and churches go to the 
world to seek for its help in doing the work of God. 
. This. Ezra would avoid at all costs. 


~ Verse 32.—Abode there -three-days. Note the quiet, 





Book ‘of Ezra consists of two portions, Chap-. 


Some have thought | 


Devotional Reading: Psalm 63: 1-8. 
Primary Topic: God’s Care on a Journey. 
Lesson Material: Ezra 7: 1 to 8: 36. 
"7 Memory Verse : Jehovah is thy keeper.—Psa. raz: 5. 
Junior Topic: God’s Care on a Journey. 
Lesson Material: Ezra 7: © to 8: 36. 
Memory Verse; Psalm 121: 5. 
Intermediate and Senior Topic: How Prayer Helps. 
Topic for Young People and Adults: Prayer and Providence. 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
7 : 6-10; 8: 21-23, 31, 32 

7:6 This Ezra went up from Babylon: and he was a ready 
scribe in the law of Moses; which Jehovali, the God of 
Israel, had given; and the king granted him all his request, 
according to the hand of Jehovah his God. upon him. 7 And 
there went up some of the children of Israel, and of the priests, 
and the Levites, and the singers, and the porters, and the 
Nethinim, unto Jerusalem, in the seventh year of Artaxerxes: 
the king. 8 And he came to Jerusalem in the fifth month, 
which was in the seventh year of the king. 
the first. day of the first‘ month * began he to go up -from 
Babylon; and on the first day of the fifth 
to J according c 
him. 16 For Ezra had 
Jehovah, and to do it, 
ordinances: 


and to teach in 


S21 Then I proclaimed a 
that we might humble ourselves : 
him: a straight- way for us, and for our little ones, 
all our substance, 22 For I was ashamed to ask of the king 
a band of soldiers and horsemen 


‘ 


God for this: and he was entreated of us. 


31 Then we departed from the river Ahava on the twelfth 
day of the first month, to go unto Jerusalem: and the hand 
of our God was upon us, and he delivered us from the hand 
of the enemy and the lier-in-wait by the way. 32 And we 
came to Jerusalem, and abode there three days. 


1 Heb., that was the foundation of the going up. 


Words shown in the text in light-face type are those 
generally indicated in the American Standard Version 
in italic, and are supplied to make sense. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








unhurried deliberateness of Ezra’s proceedings. Note, 
too, how careful he was to provide things honest in 
the sight of all men (Rom. 12:17). Ezra the scribe 
and the elder is careful to have his accounts duly 
audited. God’s work demands the utmost care and 
faithfulness and reverence from us all. 
A Lesson Outline 

1. The preparation for the journey (7:9, 10) 

2. The prayer for the journey (8: 21) 

3. The perils of the journey (8: 31) 

4. The protection of the journey (8: 31) 


ed 





How Ezra Set His Heart 
By Amos R. Wells 


HIS Ezra wasa ready scribe, he knew the law 
of God, he walked the good and sturdy ways 
which all his fathers trod; an exile in a heathen land, 
bowed down with bitter woe, he longed for far Jeru- 
salem, and sought for leave to go. “This Ezra, he 
had set his heart.upon a noble thing: to all the 
souls of Israel God’s writings he would. bring; 
’ God’s law he set himself to seek, God’s law he 
sought to do, God’s ordinances he would teach and 
all God’s statutes: true. No wonder he was not 
afraid without a soldier band across the perilous 
wilderness to seek. his own dear land; for well did 
Ezra know to fast, and well he knew to pray, and 
. nothing feared the lier-in-wait that lurked along the 
way. So went he forth with little ones, with bag- 
gage loaded down, so went he forth from Babylon, 
that city of‘ renown; so went he forth in humble 
prayer to God who was his friend, and God’s good 
was.on him and brought him to the end. 
Now all that love the Lord our God and seek his 
work to do, take heart of grace from Ezra and put 
the matter through; for not in might of armies, and 
notin kingly power, stand confidence and safety in 
peril’s deadly hour. But let the least considered 
man, the man of lowly worth, confront the leagued 
violence of-all the savage earth, though feeble and 
unarmored against the whole of them, if God’s 
good hand is on him, he'll reach Jerusalem! 











Golden Topics 


This lesson moves amid the ordinary business scenes 
of everyday life. It tells of God’s care for and_over- 
ruling of details for his people. So our Golden Topics 
are: ; 

1. God’s care of his people’s lives —Even the details 
of a journey are not matters of unimportance to him. 


2. Our acknowledgment of this care-——Ezra-was a 
man of prayer as well as of action. The most prayer- 
ful man should be also the most practical man. It is 
dishonoring to God when we are prayerful but not 
very practical in the affairs of life. And it is equally 
dishonoring when-we are always so busy that we have 
no time to pray. Ezra was.a happy. blend of both. 


3. The actions of the child of God bring either honor 
or dishonor to-the name of God.—Ezra knew that his 
actions were being watched by others. People were 
perhaps vexed and perhaps amused at this strange 
man.who was leaving all.the delights and: advantages 
of Babylon to go off to this far-away and ruinous 
little place called Jerusalem. Moreover he was a 
student. ‘What. good was he anyway for the hardships 
of: a desert journey? How would he protect his un- 
wieldly. caravan from the marauding Bedouins? Then 
the desert roads were none. too safe for travelers. 
Even. now the motor journey across the desert is apt 
to become: an adventure. And this strange person 
halted. his whole company on the banks of the Ahava 
to pray. Are we always careful: that our actions 
commend.the Gospel. to others? Do they see us fussy 
and fretful'and worrying? Or are we quiet and serene, 
trusting in God? .- 


4. Ezra’s happy occupation, a scribe of the law—lIt 
will be well for our spare time to be occupied as Ezra’s 
working time was. We cannot all become so expert 
as he. Nor can we all spend so many hours as he 
must have spent. But we can do something. The 
study of God’s Word is the noblest and most ennobling 
and fascinating study in, the whole world. Let it be 
our ambition both as teachers and scholars to become 
really familiar. with the Word of God, It is a good 
thing to belong to the Scripture Union or some kin- 
dred organization which has for its object the daily 
reading of the Bible according to a plan. And also 
of some such organization as the Berean Band which 
has for its object the regular committing to memory 
of texts with their references. Such -simple methods 
as these are within the capacities of anybody, however 
limited their time may be. And if they were generally 
adepted they would do wonders to remove from Chris- 
tians the reproach that so often they do not know 
their Bibles. 


The Practical Aim 


Several aims may suggest themselves as the out- 
come of this lesson. It will be necessary for the 
teacher to choose one and stick to it. It might be 
either Bible reading or prayer'as an aim to be incul- 
cated. Or it might be the earnest preparation of heart 
which Ezra exhibited. 


Final Word 


Yes, for me, for me He careth, 
With a brother’s tender care; 
Yes, with me, with me He shareth 

Every burden, every fear. 


Yes, o’er me, o’er me He watcheth, 
Ceaseless watcheth night and day; 
Yes, e’en me, e’en me He snatcheth 
From the perils of the way. 
—Dr. H, Bonar. 
TuNsBRIDGE WELLS, Exc. 


Pi 
Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,— Mr. Howden,. Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and an 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some_of.the questions to: different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 
HAT. was the Japse of time between the events of 
' the sixth and seventh chapters of Ezra? 


2, What verse gives the key. to Ezra’s whole life? 

3. What very ancient documents of great interest in 
revealing the life of the times are included in Ezra’s book? 

4. What expression in Ezra 7: 12 reminds one of legal 
epistles of other times? 

5. What do these letters of the Persian kings reveal 
of the result of the Hebrews’ long sojourning. in, their 
lands ? ; 

& What qualities did Ezra and his company show in 
refusing the guard of soldiers? — . _ 
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7. What evidence did they give of the earnestness of 
their prayer 

8. What is the Bible proof that prayer is a battle? 

9. Where is the fine lesson of stewardship in this lesson? 

10. In what words would Zechariah the prophet answer 
this question: “Is there a solution for the problem of 
world peace suggested in Ezra 8: 22?” 

11. What is the main explanation of Ezra’s prepared- 
ness for his unique task? 

12. How many times is God’s hand upon Ezra men- 
tioned in the ten verses of the printed text and what is 
the significance of its oft repetition? 





Answers to Last Week's Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the ‘later pages~of this issue. - 


+4 . 
This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THe Principe or. CORRELATION.—Connect. with 
the lesson related truth from other sources. 











HE essence of the lesson is in the faith of Ezra 

and his colleagues as manifested in their ceasing 
from dependence upon the arm of fiesh and their de- 
pendence upon God to safeguard them. In our day 
when we need armored cars to carry payrolls through 
our modern cities, perhaps we can appreciate some- 
thing of the real test that met this company of faith- 
ful souls who were expecting to transport through a 
bandit-infested country a treasure worth at least four 
million dollars. , 

“So we fasted and besought our God for this” — 
today we are more likely to feast, while we incidentally 
beseech God to bless the plans that we are about to 
make. Is this perhaps the secret of the fact that Ezra’s 
party “came to Jerusalem,” and our plans so often 
come to grief? Is it a bit antiquated to suggest that 
it might be worth while, even yet, in matters of great 
Spiritual importance, to subordinate our bodily desires 
to the earnestness of our spiritual striving as an evi- 
dence of our sincere reliance, not upon our own wis- 
dom, but upon the divine Providence in whom we pro- 
fess to believe? If the Pharisees erred in boasting of 
their fasting, may we not err in boasting of our lack 
of it? 

The Old Book is rich in similar instances of earnest 
prayer which was heard of God— prayer whose ear- 
nestness was attested by fasting. The experience of 
Daniel in chapter 10, where the prayer was heard but 
the answer hindered for three weeks, will send us to 
a chapter in Ephesians where we will be reminded 
again that our spiritual wrestling is not against flesh 
and blood, but against real spiritual enemies. e 

Of course, we shall not forget to correlate with our 
lesson the Sixty-Third Psalm which is suggested for 
devotional reading. 

HuNTINGDON, Pa, 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Success.—For Ezra had set his heart to seek the 
law of Jehovah, and to do it, and to teach in Israel 
statutes and ordinances (7:10). To “seek.” To “do.” 
To “teach.” ‘That is to say, dig into the Bible. Do 
what it says. Teach it to other folks. When the 
heart is “set” on this, or any other thing, that thing 
is pretty sure to come to pass. And that, too, whether 
it is a sweetheart or an automobile or the hundred and 
one other things folks are apt to set the heart upon. 
This matter of getting the Jewish people out of the 
rich valleys of the Euphrates back to the rugged hill- 
sides of the Jordan was no small undertaking. . You 
do not see many American Jews taking. boat to Zion, 
do you? A great desert intervened, and there was 
only one way to negotiate it. then as now. (I under- 
stand the automobile has not proved a commercial 
success on the desert sands.) It was a tremendous 
task. Notice how Ezra handled the situation. He 
first went himself .to Jerusalem. Then he got the: 
Book, not all the Scriptures we have now, but that 
part of it available. He then dug into it. He lived 
it and gave it to those who had come up with him. 
(See Prov. 6: 21-23.) There is no better preparation 
for any worth while achievement than to tune up with 
Heaven. If you want a business to grow and a wed- 
ding or a party or a picnic or a service or a Sunday- 
school or whatever else to germinate and blossom, just 
prepare the ground, just prepare the soil .with that 
good old sword (Eph. 6:17). In other words, if you 
want success in any enterprise, approach that enterprise 
religiously. Happy are ye if ye get it! Some of our 
greatest and most successful business men keep the 
“law of Jehovah” at hand all the time. Mr. Cash 
Register Paterson always had a Bible on the table at 
the head of his bed. Mr. Elisha Lee who runs the 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for the 
year may be had trom The Sunday School Times Company, 
323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
1. July 7—The Story of Ezekiel. Ezek. 1 : 1-3; 
2:1 to 3:27; 8: 1-4; If 2 22-25; 24: 15-24; 33 : 30-33 
2. July 14.—Ezekiel Teaches Personal Responsibility. 
Ezek. 18 : 1-32; 33: 1-20 
3. July 21.—Ezekiel’s Vision of Hope ....... Ezek. 47 : 1-12 
4. July 28—The Story of Daniel. Dan. 1 : 1-21; 
2: 13-193 4:19; .7 : 28; 8: 15-18; 9: 20-23; 10: 1-19; 12:9 
s. August 4.—Belshazzar’s Feast. (Temperance Lesson.) 
Dan. § : 1-31 
6. August 1:.—Daniel Among the Lions. ...... Dan, 6 : 1-28 
7. August 18.—The Return from Captivity. 
Jer. 29: 10-14; Ezra 1:1-11; Psa. 126:.1-6 
8. August 25.—Rebuilding the Temple. 
Ezra 3:1 to 6:22; Psa. 84: 1-12. 
9. September 1.—Ezra’s Return to Jerusalem. 
Ezra 7:1 to 8:% 
to. September 8.—Nehemiah Rebuilding the Wall of 
JOrMBOUWRD <5 ces ccccccccnccsevetoce Neh. 2:1 to:724 
11. September 15.—Teaching the Law of God ..Neh, 8; 1-18 
12, September 22.—Malachi Foretells a New Day 
Mal. 1:1 to 4:6 
13. September 29.—Review: Significance of the Exile 
and the Restoration. 
Fourth Quarter 
1. October 6.—Recognizing Our Debt to Others, 
Neh. 4: 15-23; Mark 12: 28-34; Rom, 15: 1-73 
Phil. 2: 1-8; Col. 3:12; 4:1; Jas. 2: 14-17. 
2. October 13—Keeping Fit for the Sake of Others. 
(Temperance Lesson.) Dan, 1:8-20; I Cor. 
9: 19-27; 1 Tim, 4: 7-12; 2 Tim. 2: 1-5. 
3- October 20.—Useful Work a Christian Duty. 
Gen. 2:15; Exod. 20:9; Neh. 6:3; John 5:17; 


9:4, Acts 20 : 33-35; 2 Thess. 3 : 6-12; Eph. 4: 28. 


9:4; Acts 20 : 33-35; 2-‘Thess. 3 : 6-12; Eph. 4: 28 
4. October 27.—The Christian View of Recreation. 
Jer. 31 : 12, 13; Zech. 8:5; Matt. 11 : 16-19; Mark 
2: 18-28; 6 : 30-32; John a: 1-11. 








great Pennsylvania Railroad, I am told, carries the 
Shorter Catechism in his inside pocket. 


Getting Scared.—For I was ashamed to ask of the 
king a band of soldiers, . . . because we had spoken 
unto the king, saying, The hand of our God is upon all 
them that seek him, for good (8:22). Here is a most 
delightful human touch. It is to laugh one’s head off 
to hear a Christian eloquently hold forth on faith and 
trust and belief in prayer and sing lustily, “God will 
take care of you,” and then be half scared to death of 
the future and what may happen tomorrow. “I’m 
just scared stiff,” I heard one girl say. Several years 
ago when the “flu” devastated the land so fatally, our 
poor little Rock Run hamlet was hit hard. I was 
kept busy hunting up oranges and getting proper medi- 
cal attendance for the poor foreigners who could spéak 
no English and whose priests deserted them. There 
were so many deaths I had to conduct funerals. At 
one of these I got a minister friend to come along and 
help me. - On the way up to “The Run” I had to stop 
in little homes where the whole family was down with 
the disease. Said my parson friend, “I’d think you 
would be afraid to go into all those unsanitary places.” 
“Oh, I won’t die before my time comes, so my religion 
teaches,” I laughed back at him. “Well, old fel- 
low, you can do it for me; I’d be afraid to risk it the 
way you do,” said Mr. Preacher. . “The trouble with 
you is, Domine, you don’t have the right brand of 
religion. Come around and join our church and you 
will not be afraid to go anywhere,” I teased him. 
“Now look here, you rascal, if you don’t behave your- 
self I won’t conduct this funeral for you.” But joking 


aside, for my friend is a sweet Christian man and a. 


splendid pastor (since called Home to be with his 
Lord), the trouble with most of us and the cause of 
all our worries is the very lack of such a faith “as 
Ezra had. Like him, we ought to be heartily ashamed 
of lots of the things we ask the “heathen” for. We 
quote, “My God shall supply all your need,” “All things 
work together for good,” “Never have I seen the 
righteous forsaken,” “Leave your fatherless children, 
I will care for them,” and a hundred more, and then 


sit down and worry ourselves sick just as though we’ 


did not believe « single promise in the whole Book. 


The Hand of God.—The hand of our God was upon 
us, and he delivered us. ... . And we came to 
Jerusalem (8:31, 32). A caravan carrying treasure 
in gold and silver, moving through a desert 
infested then as now with robbers, and not a 
single soldier for escort and protection! It sure 
was some trip! Its sole protection was “the hand 
of our God.” But oh, what a hand! (John 10: 28.) 
As I mentioned some weeks ago, one of the sculptor 
Rodin’s masterpieces, in my judgment, is a great hand 
reaching up out of a base. It is a wonderfully modeled 
hand, so kindly and gentle looking. The fingers are 
somewhat spread apart generously. They hold a mass 
of something upon which are shown two figures curled 
up together, which as I take it represent our first 
parents and the human race. It is called “The Hand 
of God.” It was at the Sesqui Centennial in bronze, 
and I went to see it often. When the great ship Titanic 
hit the iceberg and went down with her human freight, 
the orchestra in their places playing “Nearer, My God, 
to Thee,” an artist drew a picture of a great hand 
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reaching up in the sea and holding the great .steam- 
ship in its palm. He called the picture “The Hand 
of .” How insignificant .we. are; after all, in the 
hand of God. And how surely that hand is able to 
take care of those of his children who trust in him. 
Those who are not so foolish as to get “out of hand.” 
Here are four very significant words: “We. came to 
Jerusalem.” Those who: are wise enough to follow 
Ezra’s plan always arrive, nor was Ezra careless- on 
the trip. The water supply was carefully provided 
for, and the schedule worked out to connect with the 
water holes: The gold and silver. were all securely 
packed and hid away among “the stuff.” Undoubtedly 
Ezra had the whole caravan : well: camouflaged, and 
they probably looked like a lot of emigrants traveling 
in the steerage with little worth stealing... God’s hand 
is always -with us, but he does not give us brains just 


for head packing to fill space! ; 
Coatesvitte, Pa. 
we 


The Hlustration Round-Table 


LL readers are inyited to send illustrations for this 

department; one dollar is paid .for. each illustration 

accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be. given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” . 


Illustrations’ on other verses than the Golden Text are 
specially desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 
needed. 


The Present Return in Unbelief.—There went up 
some of the children of Israel :*. . unto Jerusalem 
(Ezra 7: 7).° Mussolini, according to reports, is rather 
puzzled concerning Italian Zionism. ‘He says all they 
talk about is’ “the Hebrew race, the Hebrew people, 
and the Hebrew nation,” without any reference to re- 
ligion—From The King’s Business. Sent by J. A. 
Raiser, Bucyrus, Ohio. 


Knowing Our Medicine Chest.—Al/i such as know 
the laws of thy God (7:25). Once the clumsy camel 
driver of a medical ‘missionary caused a lot of tabloid 
medicines to be thrown from the camel’s back and 
scattered over the sands. They were all mixed up, 
could not be separated, and so were left lying on the 
ground. But.one of the quack native doctors gathered 
them up, and some years later the medical missionary 
called on him and found on a shelf a large bottle 
labeled “Assorted Pills.” “These,” said he, “are more 
sought than any of my drugs. I give them only to 
patients whose cases I do not understand.” This is 
a parable of Bible study. Too often we go to our 
Bibles as that native doctor went to his bottle of 
“Assorted Pills.” What wonder that the Bible, used 
in that way, has no healing virtue for our souls! The 
Bible is a complete pharmacopeeia. It- contains a cure 
for every ill. But it is not to be treated as a book 
of necromancy.—From the Christian Herald. Sent by 
W. E. Griffin, Atlantic City, N. J. Prize illustration. 

The Man with the Dove.—To seck of him a straight 
way for us (8:21). Not long ago, a traveler told a 
London audience that he had just returned from the 
East and had safely crossed the great Arabian desert 
because he had engaged the services of a well-known 
Arab, called by the natives, “the man with the dove.” 
The man had made himself famous in leading parties 
of travelers across the perilous desert. And this is 
the secret of his success. He always takes with him 
a dove, which he carries in his breast. When in doubt 
and in need of direction he takes the dove from his 
breast, ties a string to its foot, and allows the bird to 
ascend in the air, and notes the direction it takes, and 
having restored the dove to his breast, follows that 
direction, and finds it to be the sure way home. Is 
it not a parable of the sure guidance of the heavenly 
Dove, the Holy Spirit?—From the United Methodist. 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Hempsteads, Bacup, Eng. 

How to Give God a Chance.—I was ashamed to 
ask of the king a band of soldiers and horsemen... 
because we had spoken unto the king, saying, The 
hand of our God is upon all them that seek him, for 
good (8:22). Dr. George H. Morrison has said: 
“If you ask how we give God a chance, I answer we 
do it first by trusting him. Trusting is just giving 
God a chance. When one suffers excruciating pain, the 
surgeon is brought in. He diagnoses the nature of 
the malady, and -immediately suggests an operation. 
It is a big venture to take chloroform and surrendér 
oneself entirely to another — but the surgeon gets his 
chance by being trusted. A traveler wants to get. to- 
London by a cergain hour in the evening. The railway 
company bids him take a certain train, and he will 
arrive at the appointed hour. The traveler. knows 
nothing of the engine driver, or of the permanent way, 
or of the couplings — but the company gets its chance 
by being trusted. Trust the surgeon and he gets his 
chance. Trust the railway and it gets its chance. And 
much in the same way, when we trust God, we are 


























Lesson for September 1 


giving him the chance that he is longing 
for —to heal us and to carry us in safety 
to a City more beautiful than London, for 
there is no night there."—From The 
King’s Business. Sent by M. H. James, 
W. Toronto. 


Why They Were Not: Hurt.—We . .s 
besought our God for this: and. he was 
entreated of us” (8:23). I saw a state- 
ment from Mr. Dan Crawford, the famous 
missionary, that six black Africans, all 
of them savages, each one with his spear, 
were guarding the mail-van through the 
high grass to his: station, and in the midst 


of the high grass :a ferocious lion leaped | 


out at them, and yet hurt them not. It 
was a marvelous escape, and these half- 
naked savages, with their spears, said to 
Mr. Crawford, “We were not hurt be- 
cause we were carrying. prayed-for let- 
ters.” The letters in the mail bag had 
been prayed for, and the God who hears 
prayer had protected them, that they 
might carry them safely.—From a sermon 
by Dr. A: C. Dixon, in the Christian Her- 
ald. Sent by J. A. Clark, Hempsteads, 
Bacup, Eng. 


Better Than a Little Way.—The hand 
of our God. is upon all. them that seek 
him, for good (Golden Text). A little 
village lad once had.to make an unknown 
journey to a distant town. When he was 
ready to start, he paused uncertainly in 
the doorway. “Mother,” he said, in 
troubled tones, “it’s so far, and it’s:a new 
road to me; I—I’m not ’zactly afraid, 
but — but couldn’t you go a little way 
with me?” She caught the anxiousness 
of the childish appeal, and said: quietly, 
“Mother will go all the way with you, 
Son.” ° And.so, the little brown hand con- 
fidently held in mother’s, he walked the 
new way unafraid—From Golden Hours. 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Hempsteads, Bacup, 
Eng. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank- thee that thy guidance is not far 
from any of us. We thank thee for thy 
choices of thy servants, and for the way in 
which thou dost guide and eontrol those who 
are willing to obey thy voice. Grant that 
we may not think: of ourselves as independ- 
ent, but may we clearly realize that we are 
utterly dependent upon thee for the bless- 
ings that make life useful and joyous. May 
we not be afraid of circumstance, but go for- 
ward to meet every event of life with courage, 
knowing that thou hast prepared the way, 
and that we may trust thee fully. We ask 
this in the name of our Lord Jesus. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—What was the 
secret of Ezra’s safe arrival at Jeru- 
salem? Yes, God’s good hand upon him, 
and those with him. #Is that good hand 
of God ready to guide us today? Yes, 
although we sometimes act as though we 
didn’t think so. When you start out on 
a journey, do you go fully realizing that 
God is just as ready to guide you on that 
journey as he was to guidé Ezra if you 
are in his will as you go? Then as you 





EZRA’S GUIDE 


OpD’s Veos 
Turone HAND 
MINE ? 











go on the journey, do you take time to | 


thank. the Eord. for his mercies and his 


‘protection? -I know a man who always |’ 


prays when he-starts out anywhere in ‘his 
automobile. He is known as a careful 
driver. His carefulness is very free.from 
anxiety as he goes through the traffic, for 


he goes ‘on any run in his car only after |. 


he has prayed for safety and guidance. 
Let’s not think of prayer and guidance 
as needed only on what we think are very 
important occasions. God’s care is shown 
in very ordinary matters; but we are so 
likely to forget to lay such matters be- 
fore him. Let us ask him day. by day 
to guide us with his good hand during 
this coming week. Let us pray. 


PHILADELPHIA, 
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as Lord Jesus is the lion of the tribe of 
Say, Fellows Judah (Gen. 49:9, 10; Rev. 5:5). He 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class is both King and Saviour. He is a refuge 


and conquering strength for those who 





trust him (Psa. 27:1), but a stumbling- 
How the Lesson is Taught This Week || block —a rock of offense to all those who 

Beginning: The good hand of the Lord. reject him (Isa. 8: 13-15; Rom. 9: 32, 

Discussion: Review in connection, as 
far as time will afford, how the Lord’s 
good hand was upon Noah, Abraham, 
Jacob, Joseph, Moses, Joshua, David 





3). 

So, fellows, what the hand of the Lord 
shall mean to you and me depends en- 
tirely upon our own decision and action. 


stand why... ; Now comes into the clear light of wisdom 
moenee Giving God first piace in Fzra’s fine course. And let verse 10 of 
our plans, 








his seventh chapter stand forth in all its 
illuminating power, until its words have 
: icht of th . sunk so deep into your thinking that you 

sea Af et) ceed arch to Jerue , will never forget them. They carry the 
salem is “the good hand of his God ‘upon | secret of a successful and happy life be- 
him.” Don’t lose sight of that. If you | C@US¢ they show how a fellow may insure 
do, you will miss the most significant | ‘© himself in all his ways the good hand 
part of this interesting story. The hand of God. h F or Ezra had set his heart 
of God is the hand of Power. It is the | t© seek the law of Jehovah, and to do it, 
hand that created thé universe. All and to teach im Israel statutes and ordi- 
things are held in that hand. No man can me rell. ' h ich 
live his life apart from it. To those who ellows, you can set your heart right 





it, it was the good hand of God. That | YOUr knees to the great Master. “That 
hand sustained. him and put him forward | | may know him, and the power of his 
at every step. In the ten printed verses | TeSurrection (Phil. 3: 10). “Seek: ye first 


look upon and study his hand. Else, why 6: 33). 
this oft repetition? Greenssoro, N, C, 
The other day I was down to the hub 


the kingdom of God, and his righteous- |‘. Soe 
oft short ess tt you find the hand | Say say the Lord aru, "ond den | T80 Band of the, command the lier 
four times. God evidently wants us to things shall be added unto you” (Matt. ; 
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you will expect them to be able to give 

you more when the final review of these 
lessons comes. 


1, But. seldom do we take note of the 
quiet preparation behind these great do- 
ings, and it is to that delay before action 
that you may call your girls’ atteniion 
this week. Ask them to read the date 
of Ezra’s first setting out upon the long 
and dangerous journey to Jerusalem, as 
we find it in chapter 7, verse 9: “For upon 
the first day of the first month began| 
he to go.” But we read in 8: 31 that “we! 
departed from the river of Ahava on the 
twelfth*day of the first month,” and the 
story of the delay of those twelve days 
is the secret of Ezra’s doing so much and 
so well, once he actually set out on his 
determined mission. 

As to what he was doing those twelve 
days we shall- presently consider, but 
first make sure that your girls note the 
deliberation of his, preparation. Rushing 
is the order of things in this day, it little 


‘ matters what is being attempted. If the 
recognize and trust that hand, it is Reni “4 “e God’s law. — that settled. 
strength and advancement; as Ezra found | ster the purpose. eliver it upon 


task is of any importance your girls will 
find that quiet delay spent in true prep- 
aration will certainly hasten the desired 
end. Ezra reached distant Jerusalem 
without hazards of any kind, safe from 


is still a good maxim, and much needed 
by our present-day youth. 

2. But:note next. what Ezra did during 
those twelve days’ delay. He was not 
just “too lazy to begin,” nor had he for- 
gotten some important thing. He halted - 
‘to strengthen his company by sending 
back: for. more priests, who responded to 
his call, when he discovered how few 





of the ee oo wheel in the mud, and I - 
asked a friendly passer-by to give me a : s 
hand. He gave it willingly, but the wheel Your Class of Girls 
only spun and cut deeper; the car did not By Mrs. S. H. Askew 
budge. A Gg em but not a 
power behind it. ’s hand is a hand o 
power, and happy the fellow who is trust- How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
ing in it. 1. The delay that hastens. 
But there’s another side to God’s hand. 2. “Prayer changes things.” ss 
It carries destructive power, also. “It 





had come at the first opportunity. Then 
he spent three quiet days by the river- 
side in prayer—concerted prayer and 
fasting. The journey ahead looked fear- 
fully dangerous (note what valuable 








is a fearful thing to fall into the hands 


with it deals a deathblow to its prey. 





THE ONLY SAFE PLACE 





“Che hand ofour 

' God was upon us,and 
he delivered us from 
the hand of the ene- 


¥, ag Ezra. 8:31 









rf ‘ ; g : treasures they were carrying as gifts from 
of the living God,” says the writer to the HE executive man is the admired | the great Persian: monarch, tempting to 
‘Hebrews (10:31). And the Philistines man today. Even girls admire peo- | robbers! not to mention wild beasts, short- 


who fought God’s people begged that the | ple who “do things.” And here we find | age of food and water that delays would 
ark of God be hurried away from Ekron | such a man in the time of Judah’s return 
when a death-dealing scourge wrought | from captivity. Throughout the whole | opposition of’the petty monarchs through 
havoc in their city, for “the hand of God | history of that movement the name. of 
.was very heavy there” (1 Sam. 5: 10-12). | Ezra is mentioned. repeatedly as that of'| like), and Ezra said he was ashamed to 
The lion has great power in its paw and| a man who accomplished things —big | ask a band of armed men to guard them, 

it de f and difficult things. They are written | after having professed faith in “the hand 
The lion’is the king of beasts; it is a| plain for all who will read. Suggest |-of our God” for good upon all them that 
symbol of Christ the King of kings. The | some of them to your girls and tell them |-seek him. So Ezra prayed—and Ezra 


-bring, illness overtaking the feeble, the 


whose realms they must pass, and the 


records that‘ “the hand of our God was 
upon us, and he delivered us from the 
hand of the enemy and the lier-in-wait 
by the way.” 

If you can help your girls to believe, 
while girls, that “prayer changes things” 
as well as the inward life of the pray-er, 
you will have greatly added to their 
equipment for the truly spiritual life. 
Of course, the fresh courage these trav- 
elers received through praying together 
was as real a factor as the restraint God 
laid’ upon their enemies by the way. 
Prayer. gave them both the objective and 
the subjective benefit, as Ezra plainly re- 
cords. e 

Home Study 

Be sure to mark in your Bibles Ezra 
7:10. Then next week we shall see its 
fulfillment in Ezra’s life work. Memo- 
rize this verse... Of what verse concerns 
‘|:ing. Daniel does it remind you? 
Decatur, GA. * 


ve 
For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


} EAD the seventh and eighth chapters 
of Ezra, and from them gather the 
story of Ezra’s return to Jerusalem. 
Begin the fesson by talking a few min- 
utes about the little colony of captives 
who had already returned to the home- 
land, and’ were settled in Jerusalem and 
the other cities of Judah. Help the class 
to keep in mind the leaders of the com> 
pany, — Zerubbabel the governor, Joshua 
the priest, Haggai and Zechariah who 
were prophets. Ezra taught the law of 
‘| Ged. and wrote about the return of the 
captives to Jerusalem. He also kept all 











. = 2. 129 
“Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of: God.” 


of the writings of his people together, and 
perhaps copied them. For this reason he 
was called a scribe or writer. 
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You Can Now 
Easily Secure That 
Really Great Book 


Borden of Yale ’09 


“The Life That Counts” 


By MRS. HOWARD TAYLOR 








NEW edition of it from the original plates, 

but with the illustrations reduced in number, 
is now issued at the amazingly low price of $1.00— 
the first edition sold at $2.00. 


Dr. Robert Pogue, in the Evangelical Christian, 
calls it “the finest story of a young life I have 
ever read. If I had Borden’s wealth and his fine 
sense of the stewardship of wealth, I would give 
a copy of this book to every student on the 
continent.” 


Another, in The Bible Today, writes: ‘These 
are days of severe moral and spiritual testing for all 
students. Particularly hard and oftentimes bewil- 
dering is the sudden transition from the comparative 
shelter and restraint of home or preparatory school 
to the freedom from supervision and the great lib- 
erty of college. To help boys over this period by 
showing them the joyous possibilities in power and 
service of being an out-and-out Christian — not 
only in school, but also. in college—is the unique 
value of ‘Borden of Yale ’09.’” 


What a reading of this book can mean in the 
life of any young man or woman is only to be 
measured by the appealing and powerful influence 
of such a life. ‘I find a winsomeness about Bor- 
den’s life, a robustness, a manliness, an out-of-door- 
ness, and attractiveness different from anything found 
in the life story of any other I have ever read.” 


We shall be glad to send you a copy of “‘ Borden 
of Yale ’09” if you will send either fve Ten Week 
Get Acquainted subscriptions to —,THE SUNDAY 
SCHOOL “TIMES at 25 cents each, or fwe/ve Get Ac- 
quainted subscriptions for ten weeks to CHRISTIAN 
YOUTH at 10 cents each. 


THIS IS THE,OFFER:— 


Or twelve trial subscriptions 
to CHRISTIAN YOUTH (the 
weekly lesson-help for your 


Five trial subscriptions to TH® 
SunpDay SCHOOL TIMES...... $1.25 


* Borden of Yale °09??.........0 1.00 teen age class) savetapelesvantases $1.20 
ame “Borden of Yale °09°’............ 1.00 
Both for only $1.25. $2.25 | Both for only $1.20. $2.20 
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A long time after the Temple was re- 
built and dedicated, Ezra asked King 
Artaxerxes to allow him to lead another 
company of captives back to the home- 
land. The" king wrote Ezra a letter in 
which he gave all .of the Children of 
Israel in his kingdom permission to go 
with Ezra to their home in Jerusalem, 
and he gave them gold and silver and 
precious vessels for the house of God. 
‘The king also sent an order to his treas- 
urers beyond the river to pay Ezra $194,- 
000 in silver, besides large quantities of 
wheat, wine, and oil, if Ezra should call 
for them, for the house of God. We do 
not know that this king ever worshiped 
the true God. He believed in God’s great 
power, and so he gave all of these gifts, 
thinking they would keep God’s wrath 
from the king and his sons. Ezra be- 
lieved that God had ; ut it into the heart 
of the king to beautify his house, and 
thanked him for it. Ezra believed in 
God with all his heart, and he prepared 
his heart to seek the law of the Lord, 
and to do it, so we are not surprised that 
God blessed him. 

When Ezra started on his journey he 
had all the people who were going with 
him to meet together at the river Ahava, 
and to tent there three days. He had all 
of the company leave off all pleasure, 
and even food, that they might pray for 
God’s protection and guidance on their 
way across the desert. It was a hard and 
dangerous journey. They had their wives 
and little children along, and perhaps 


tities of gold and silver with them, and 
might meet robbers. Ezra knew that the 
safest, surest guidance was the presence 
of the Lord God of Israel. No doubt he 
remembered how, long before, the Lord 
had ted his people safely from Egypt to 
the home that he had given them. They 
had told the king of the wonderful power 
and love of their God, so Ezra said he 
was ashamed to ask for soldiers to go 
with them to protect them against rob- 
bers and other enemies along the way. 
So instead of asking the king for soldiers, 
they asked the Lord for protection, and 
Ezra said that the Lord heard them. Then 
he felt safe. 

Ezra selected twelve priests and their 
ten brothers who were the ones to handle 
the Temple vessels, and weighed the sil- 
ver and gold and the vessels that had 
been given for the house of the Lord into 
their hands. He told them that they were 
holy men unto the Lord, and that the 
vessels and the silver and gold were holy, 
too, and for them to watch and keep the 
holy treasure until they weighed them 
in the Temple at Jerusalem. On the twelfth 
day of April the party left the river 
Ahava, and God kept them through all 
the hot, dry desert and protected them 
from all danger. At the end of four 
months they reached Jerusalem, and the 
precious vessels and gold and silver were 
all weighed into the hands of the priests 
at the Temple. 

_ There is a sweet lesson here for the 
little boys and girls of our classes. Each 
one is on a journey, and each one carries 
a treasure worth more than gold and sil- 
ver. But Ezra’s God will keep every 
little pilgrim along the desert road, and 
lead them safely to the beautiful City. 

Sing “Saviour, Like a Shepherd.” 

Curnton, S. C, 


we 
Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the lesson o1 August 25) 


1. Three. The Temple of Solomon, the 
Sco of Zerubbabel, and the Temple of 
erod. 


2. Upon the hill called Moriah, some 100 
feet lower than its neighboring hill, Zion. 


3. Moriah was the mountain upon which 
Abraham was ready to sacrifice Isaac, and 
David had long afterward bought its level 
top from Araunah (whose threshingfloor it 
had been) as a place of worship. 


4. It was planned by David, built by 
Solomon (requiring seven years in the 
building even then), and was constructed 
without the use of iron tools, after the 
materials were collected on the “spot. It 
was a small but exceedingly costly house 
of worship. Modern architects estimate it 
would require $80,000,000 to duplicate it 





their cattle, too. They had great quan- [ 
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nacle God himself planned for Moses to 
build. 

5. God kaid down the ritual for this house 
of worship, as well as its exact plan, re- 
quiring that here and nowhere else mtst all 
the sacrifices called for in the Mosaic law | 
be offered. God also requires its building 
in this same place,-. He kept the worship 
centralized to safeguard it against idolatrous”’ 
influences. 

6. Zerubbabel’s Temple was ruined by 
Antiochus Ephiphanes, and finally rebuilt 
the last time by Herod the Great. 

7. The chief pieces of the old and sacred 
furnishings, from the original tabernacle, 
are never mentioned after Nebuchadnezzar 
destroyed the Temple, though the seven- 
branched candle-stick was ‘evidently there 
when Herod’s Temple was destroyed by the 
Romans. 

8. His emphasis on spiritual worship 
superseded it. ; 

9. His death fulfilled all the sacrificial 
types which inhered in the Temple worship. 
10. See 1 Corinthians 6: 19. 

11. The human body (1 Cor. 3: 16, 17). 
12. No. God is its designer and builder. 
13. The heart (2 Cor. 4:6). 

14. See Proverbs 4: 23. — 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith - 
Author of “The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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today. It was a replica in plan of the taber- 






















Lesson for September 1 


A Letter from Dr. Bob Jones 


Dear Friends: “1 am so happy because I 
found God in your school. I am so happy | 


don’t know what to do or say. I thank you for 
pounding some sense into my | ” Thus writes 
? boy from Ohio. This s mother, who is a 
ian, sent son to the Bob 


Joow College. He found God. “I don’t en- 
joy doing the things 1 once did, and | have re- 
fused to go many places since | came home. 
don’t want to run with the old gang.” That is 
what one of the Bob Jones College girls writes. 
Remember these facts: The Bob Jones Col- 
lege is located on beautiful St. Andrews Ba 
Lynn Haven, Florida; co-educational ; UN: 
COMPROMISINGLY ORTHODOX ; four 
ear ollege ; four year Prepara- 
Hea Department ; peace ee fers and Preparatory De- 


partment accredited buildings new and all 
eq ment 3 student body limited to three 
hi ; third year opens September | Ith; ex- 
penses, ine room, board, tuition, fees,‘laun. 
dry, etc., less $500.00 ‘a year; a boy or 


tay take voice, piano, or expression (one of 
three) without extra cost. 
Send-your son and ‘daughter to our school. We 
will take care of them. 
Yours truly, Bos Jones 
Lynn Haven,. Florida. 


S.—Did you do what we 
Sundep Scheal Tansee of May 11 


wasted in The } 
im 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sept. 8. What Does Our Church Ask of Us? 
Rom. 12: 4-8. 

Sept. 15. Putting God in the Budget. 
9 : 6-8; 1 Cor. 6: 20. 

Sept.—22. Our Part in re ae a Better 
World. Matt. 6:10; 28:1 

Sept. 2. How Can the Year ” People’s Or- 
ganizations in Qur Church Work = To- 
gether? 1 Cor. 3: 4-9; Rom. 12: 10-12. 


2 Cor. 


Sea 


Sunday, September 1 


' “Being Loyal to Our Work 
(Matt. 1 16: 21-25; Neh. 6 : 1-3) 
(Consecration meeting ) 





Mon—Loyal workers (Exod. 35 : 5, 30°35). 

Tues.—Loyal stewards (Matt. 25 : 14-30). 

Wed.—Work with your might (Eccles. 
9: 10). 

Thurs.—Supreme loyalty (Acts 20: 17- 
24). 

Fri.—Loyal unto sacrifice (1 Cor. 9: 11- 


15). 
Sat.—God’s promise (Rev. 2: 10). 











The General Epistle of James 


By R. E. NEIGHBOUR, D.D. 
There are —— Christians who have sidetracked this 
little Book because they think it is solely for the Jews. 
In his first-chapter, Dr. Neighbour proves clonsiy phat 
this Epistle has:a decided message to the whole Chur 
‘The interpretations are sound and sane—an eamhent 
commentary. on the k. 5S; post Size” ata 
inches. Cloth binding. Price, fi. 
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Subscription Rates 

The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States. and 
Possessions, Mexico,. Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries. 
These rates include postage. . 

$2.00—One copy, or any. number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50. 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 
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scriptions add 50 cents for postage. 


Christian Youth 


Christian Youth is published weekly 
at the following rates, payable in advance, 
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include postage. 


75 cents—One copy, or any number 
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package to one address, 52 cents each, 
per year. 
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How due our loyalty? 
Why should we not give up? 
What worth-while tasks call us? 


- MAN was. coming out of a_ hotel 
-one day, whistling quite low. "A little 
boy standing on the pavement near by 
said to him as the man paused, “Is that 


| the best you can whistle?” 


“No,” 
it?” 

The boy said that he could, and the 
man said, “Well, let me hear you.” 

The little fellow began to whistle, and 
then insisted ‘that the man should try 
again. He-did so, and the boy acknowl- 
edged that it was good whistling. 

As he started away. the little fellow 
said, “Well, if you can whistle good, 
what were you whistling that way for?” 

It is not ‘enough for -us, as we go 
through life, merely to do good work. 
God expects of us, and others have a 
right to expect of us, our best. 

' #8 


_In thinking about loyalty to work, our 
first consideration, as . Christians, will 
have to be God’s will. No matter how 
hard we may work, or how loyal we 
may be, or how good and worth while 
may be ‘the work we choose, if we do not 
ascertain and obey God’s will for our 
lives we are falling short of his best for 
Our first Scripture lesson points to 
this great fact. The Lord Jesus came into 
the world to die for the sins of the world, 
and he kept his eyes fixed upon that goal, 
which was the Father’s will for him, as 
well as his own will. Had he turned 
aside from this purpose, there is no 
question that he could have accomplished 
many excellent things. He could have 
established a clinic that would have had 
world renown and that never would have 
lost a case. He could have been a mar- 
velous teacher to whom thousands would 
have flocked from all. over the world. He 
could have set up a kingdom among his 
people, had he but chosen to exercise 
that power that could have called to his 
side legions of angels, and he could have 
delivered his nation from the curse of 
the oppressor and established them once 
more in their land. But all of these 
things, good though they may have been, 
were not in the Father’s plan and will 
for him at the time of his first advent. 
Peter would have turned him aside from 
his. purpose on several occasions. You 
will remember how he wanted to build 
booths on the Mount of Transfiguration, 
and stay there with the Lord Jesus and 
Moses and Elias. 
in our first lesson Peter is trying. to turn 
him away from the cross because it meant 
suffering and shame and death, and this 
in Peter’s mind was just the thing that 
should not happen to Christ. But what a 
blessed thing it is for us that. the Lord 
Jesus set his face like a flint (Isa. 50: 7) 


said the man, “but can you beat 





to go-to the cross. That. he, “for the 


In the incident told’ 
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joy that was set before him endured the 
cross, despising the shame” (Heb. 12: 2). 
$e 

We can never do what only. the Lord 
Jesus could do for the world, but God 
calls each of us none the less to set our 
faces as a flint to do his will. And you 
will remember that he has given. us a sim- 
ple way whereby we may know his will, 
— first of all, by being’ willing to do his 
will instantly when we know what it 
is; second, definitely asking God to show 
us his will, claiming James 1:5; third, 
by seeking his will through his Word, 
and counting upon his Holy Spirit to 
use the Word in a way that will guide 
us; fourth, taking into account providen- 
tial circumstances as they come, through 
the opening of this door and the closing 
of that; -and fifth, by the counsel of 
trusted and yielded’ Christian friends. 


bd 
“But does this matter of guidance 
merely affect our Christian service?) 


| some of us are thinking. And why should 


it be so restricted? After all, if every, 
follower of the Lord Jesus Christ would: 
take the troubie to ascertain. his will for 


his or her life, there would be no such |, 
| division in our thinking as Christian serv- 
ice and secular service. All would be serv- }. 
ice for him, whether. in the office, in al 


coal mine, doing housework, ‘going to 
school, or whatever he might wish us to 
do. Why is it. we are so loathe to. be- 


lieve that God is vitally interested in |, 
He cannot: 


every detail of our. lives? 
possibly, use all of. us on the mission field 


or in the ministry, but he can and wants |. 
to use each of us in that particular place | 


he has planned for us. 


we 
Our second Scripture lesson shows us |! 
one of the reasons it is so important |: 


to ascertain his will for our life work, 
and why knowing his will makes it pos- 
sible for us to be faithful and loyal to 
the work he ‘gives us to do. Each of us 
will meet with those who are all too eager 
to direct us into something that is not 
God’s will for us. One thing that Satan 
abominates dbove all else ‘is the person 
who is simple and foolish enough to trust 
God to direct every detail of life, for 
such a trust gives a lie to Satan’s claim 
that he can make us far happier than 
God can. A Christ-controlled life dis- 
proves every lie that Satan can bring 
against a loving Father, and’ so he finds 
ready tools just.as he did in the days of: 
Nehemiah who would: tempt us, through 


one pretense or another, to turn aside |. 


from the work that God ‘has given us to 
do. Only as we know in our hearts that 
we are in God’s will can we have that 
confidence. and trust’ that will cause us 


to turn a deaf ear to every one of Satan’s |. 
But once we have deter- |: 


suggestions. 
mined to do God’s. will at any cost and 
then have had the joy of having him 
show us what he wants us to do, the 
appeal of other things has no allurement 
for us. 

Paul. knew what. this was ‘when he 
said, “Woe‘is unto me, if I preach not 
the gospel!” (1 Cor. 9:16.) After Paul 
had met the Lord Jesus Christ on the 
road to Damascus and then followed his 
instruction to seek gut Ananias, and heard 
from his lips God’s will for his life, there 
was never any doubt.in Paul’s mind what 
he should-do. We‘ may never have a 
vision of Christ as did Paul, but we may 
know surely and definitely what his will 
for us is, whether it is for Christian 
service or secular work. And we may 
know what it is to. have God fill our 
hearts with a- loyalty and purpose that 
shall carry us through to the accomplish- 
ment of the task he-has set before us. 


ye Ae 
Am I really anxious to know what God’s 
will is for my life? ~ 


Have I ever tried to find it out? 


Am I willing to do what he wants me to 
do, the instant I know it? 


PHILADELPHIA, 
we : 


When I get up in the morning I get a 
crumb of a text, and meditate thereon. 
By thé time I am dressed it has become 
the size of a loaf—Henry Dyer, in the 
Keswick Calendar; 
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A FRIEND STATES 
OUR CASE 


‘¢T think you omit the most 
important of all reasons for con- 
tributing to the work (Jewish 
Missions). That reason is the 
blessing attached to anything 
done for that race, which was 
first promised to Abraham and 
ratified through Balaam and re- 
_ iterated in many ways through- 
| out the Bible, together with a 
curse attached to any injury 
done them. It seems to me that 
this could be brought home to 
the average Gentile with great 
advantage to all concerned,’’ 








So writes a generous friend of 
the Mission. We have always 
i hesitated to overstress this phase 
of the. subject, for fear of being 
accused by some thoughtless 
people of materialism, But when 
we are rebuked for such hesita- 

tion by so faithful a friend as 
the one who wrote the above, 
we feel the least we can do is to 

‘.pass the letter on to as many of 
His‘ children as possible, with 
a prayer that it will be a bless- 
ing to them. 








oc 


Our work merits your every 
confiderice. Our field is not only 
the 2,000,000 Jews of New 
York, but the 4,000,000 Jews 
of America, and through our 
Yiddish publications, the mil- 
lions of Jews of Europe and 
Palestine. Branches are now 
maintained here in Brooklyn, 
Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, Atlan- 
tic City. We also have mis- 
H sionaries in Soviet’ Russia. And 
the Lord keeps enlarging our 
borders. Your help is always 
needed and appreciated. Our 
paper, ‘‘ THE CHOSEN PEO- 
PLE,’’ loved by many Bible 
students for its helpful informa. 
tion on Prophecy and the Jews, 
is sent to all contributors. May 
we hear from you ? 


American Board of Missions 
To The Jews, Inc. 


27 THROOP AVENUE, BROOKLYN, N.Y. 























Potomac Bible College 


Located in the most wonderful capital and 
Pasay centre in the world, offers 


training to the seminary student 
-—, will make him a man with a message in 
our perilous times. 


Il. A Bible institute course in evening classes 
that been a source of blessing to many 
in the past, 


Ill. A one year course of intense which 
will fit young and old to use God’s Nord as 
a_ trowel in the one hand to 
spiritual te ST camel to tx etlae 
hand to fight His spiritual 


Send for further informatien to 
DR. A. R. KULDELL, 

1316 Vermont Ave., N. W., Washington, D. C. 
Phila. School for Christian Workers 
of the Presbyterian and Reformed Churches 

Gives training te young women in one, two or three 
year courses for work as: Deaconesses, Religious Edu- 
cation. Directors, Pastors Assistants, Missionaries. 


Demand constant. High schoo! education required. 
Dip) and certifi awarded. For og ad- 











dress Box S, 1122 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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SECTIONFOLD and 
Rog. U.S, Pot, Of, 
ROLLING PARTITIONS 


An Installation of Sectionfold and 
Rolling Partitions 
Add New Rooms at Will 


CAN igepe preme inve many small ones 
instantly. back or roll partitions out of 
ber when large room again waived. Instalied in 
: - — . Made complete at our 
factory. Guaranteed. Many m $a . 
Send for catalog No. 24. Ce NT a NNN 

THE J. G. WILSON CORPORATION 

11 East 38th St., New York City 
Offices in all Principal Cites 
Over 50 Years in Business 





direct from 
Console. _, 


Pein 





TO $100 IN) “tine 





‘Bible , Expositor 
and Muminator 


A Most Comprehensive Quarterly 
Publication 


Following the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lesson Topics 


Scriptural Expositions and 
Spiritual Mumination by 
Well-known Bible Teachers 
Prices: Single copy, 25 cents; a year, 
$1.00. Two or more copies to one 
20 cents each; a year, 80 cents each. 


UNION GOSPEL PRESS, Box 680, Cleveland, Ohie 











Werner’s Elite 
Christmas Cards 


Elite is the word that- must be 
used to describe these cards. . 


This assortment is made up of 16 exclusive 
designs. 


Cards with lovely Christmas colors. En- 
velopes lined with beautiful fancy tissue of 
modern patterns. You will be pleased when 
you read the sentiments. 

These cards express the real Christmas spirit. 

You will ‘want them for your own use, 
others will buy them. 


The Elite Christmas Cards are packed in a 
beautiful box and sell for $1.00. 
This concern has been in business for 32 
years and has never operated under any 
other name. Satisfaction guaranteed. 


MAIL COUPON NOW 


Don’t delay. Send for a sample eae of 
cards now. Show them to the members 
of your organization. They will all decide 
to work this easy and pleasant plan. 


ems om ean ek oe et ons ak oe tm 
£. G. WERNER SONS COMPANY 


236-242 Grape St. Reading, Pa. 


I am enclosing 60c. Send me a sample box of 
Elite Christmas Cards and a full Selling Plan. 


Name. cc cceceenseces i. ck o8 
Address... se eee eee ee reer ees 
Organization. ...... .-Church..... 


(x) 














In ordering goods, or in making inquiry 
concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will oblige the publishers, as well as the 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





For Family Worship ) 
By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 





Following the Home Daily Bibie Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


August 26 to September 1 
Mon.—Ezra 7 : 6-10. 
The Purpose of Ezra’s Return. 
Ezra’s prime purpose was to minister 
the precious Word of God available in 
his time, the Law of Moses; first to do 
it, then to teach it. Fausset says he and 
Malachi probably settled the inspired 
canon of Scripture, and that the One 
Hundred and -Nineteenth Psalm, in its 
ptesent form, is probably Ezra’s — “the 
palladium ‘of Israel’s national and indi- 
vidual salvation.” His love of and zeal 
for ministering the Word made him the 
logical leader for restoring the Temple. 
All of us, and particularly Sunday-school 
teachers, haye no greater opportunity to- 
day than to do and to teach God’s in- 
fallibie but now much questioned Book, 
and thereby to be God’s workmen (2 
Tim. 2:15), having a part in the build- 
ing of the spiritual temple not made with 
hands, - 
PrayeR Succestions: Pray for all 
faithful ministers of the Word today in 
pulpits, Sunday-schools, editorial rooms; 
for tract publishers and colporteurs, mis- 
sionaries; and that the latter rain of the 
Spirit may fall upon the sown seed. 


Tues.—Ezra 7 : 12-22, The King’s Aid. 


When the times of the Gentiles first 
came in, and Daniel and Ezra and Nehe- 
miah and the Restoration prophets ex- 
plained the timely revelations of God, 
such as the image of Nebuchadnezzar’s 
dream, the kings of that era understood 
and abetted the grand purposes of God. 
For instance, Nebuchadnezzar (Dan. 4: 
3) and Cyrus (Ezra 1:2) and here Ar- 
taxerxes. The purposes of God today 
are just the continuation of those in this 
lesson, but rulers and statesmen, misled 
by the post-millennial error, seem not 
to understand them. Mr. Ernest Gordon, 
in a recent issue of THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Times, quoted a German theologian as 
saying that history cannot be understood 
apart from the second coming of Christ. 

Prayer SuGcEsTiIons: Pray especially 
for Christian rulers and statesmen to un- 
derstand the plans and purposes of- God, 
and especially that they may favor open 
doors for Christian missionaries in ~~ 
eign lands, that the Gospel may be speed- 
ily preached in all nations. 


Wed.—Ezra 8 : 21-23. 
Ezra’s Prayer for Guidance. 

“The ancient way in which godly men 
and women sought the favor, guidance, 
and help of God was by fasting and prayer 
(cf. 2 Chron. 20:3; Esth. 4:16; Luke 
2:37). It was a good way. It succeeded 
in this instance (vs. 23, 31, 32). It would 
be well if this way were oftener fol- 
lowed today. Some think that fasting is 
out of place in the present dispensation. 
They surely have read their Bibles care- 
lessly (Acts 14:23). Every great emer- 
gency in individual and church life should 
be met by fasting and prayer.”"—R. A. 
Torrey. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray that all 
God’s children, especially his surrendered 
children, may have a new vision of the 
Strategic value and power of prayer, and 
that all. missionaries may have plenty of 
time to pray. 
Thurs.—Ezra 8: 31-36. 

Eera’s Arrival in Jerusalem. 

We Christians of this Church age are 
on a journey to our Jerusalem (Rev. 21: 
2), and there are enemies who lie in wait 
for us, too—far more real and terrible 
than those of Ezra and his band (Eph. 
6:12). But God will deliver us likewise, 
if we trust as Ezra did. 

Prayer Svuccestions: Pray for all 
“Christian soldiers’ to «understand how 
to put on and keep wearing the whole 
armor of God, and to understand how to 
use the intelligence department in this 





advertiser, by stating that we saw the ad- 
vertisement in The Sunday School Times. 


Fri.—Ezra 9 : 5-15. 
- Ezra’s Prayer of Confession. 
The purpose of the long captivity from 
which the Remnant had just been restored 
was to punish and prevent idolatry; and 
now the people are again disobeving God 
in doing that which would tend most. of 
all to idolatry, the marrying of heathen. 
When an individual or group is guilty of 
conformity to the world, confession of sin 
for forgiveness and complete separation 
from the sin are imperative. Young 
Christians today are tempted to make un- 
holy alliances in wedlock or business. To 
yield to this temptation usually means 
life-wreckage (see 2 Cor. 6:17, 18). 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Holy Spirit to fall upon the Church so 
that members of the Body may be led to 
separate themselves from all worldly en- 
tanglements. 

Sat.—Ezra 10: 9-17. A Reformation Effected. 


No compromise with sin is possible. 
Separation must be absolute. ‘Touch not 
the unclean thing.” It is hard, but it is 
the only way of salvation. The putting 
away of winsome but idolatrous wives 
and their children was heart-rending, but 
it must be done, and it was done. It is 
much easier to walk in a straight way 
from the beginning than to straighten a 
crooked way. Israel had a narrow es- 
cape, but the nation never again went into 
idolatry. 
Prayer Suacestions: Pray for God’s 
Spirit to follow up all life-transforma- 
tions effected at Bible conferences this 
summer, and that Satan may not be able 
to block God's plan for these lives. 
Sun.—Psalm 63 : 1-8. 

The Soul’s Longing for God. 

David seeks the perfections of God, re- 
membering his power and glory in the 
Temple. We live in a better day than 
David, and, if we yield absolutely to his 
Holy Spirit, we may have his power to 
do his will in his way, and his glory will 
be in our hearts even as the Shekinah 
was in the Holy of Holies in the Psalm- 
ist’s day. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
the young people beginning this fall to 
study in Bible colleges and schools and in 
true Christian seminaries, and that they 
may be led to consider the needs of the 
unreached mission fields of the earth as 
their sphere of service. 


AFRICA INLAND MISSION 


373 Carlton Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 


At work in East and Central Africa 30 years. 
Has now 40 stations, 200 missionaries and 
500 African teachers. Literature on request. 


Pray for This Work of Faith 


Stony Brook 


Offers boys thorough and sane train- 
ing to develop mind, body and char. 
acter. Successfully prepares for col- 
» technical schools, or busi 
Accredited. Small groups and close 
contact with ‘experienced faculty 























Christian masters inspire high ideals. 
Carefull enparviont athletics. “Two 





athletic fields, yasasieg Swias 
The last n Long Island Sound. ‘Six m a. 
lap buildings on 35-acre campus. Two 
hours from New York. Catalog. 
The Headmaster, Box S, STONY BROOK, Long 
. Island. N. Y. 
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Christmas Cards 


at forty to fifty per cent. commission. The 
best line of Bos Assortment and Personal 
Christmas Cards on the market. 


Write for Details 
ARTISTIC CARD COMPANY 

















warfare (Eph. 6:18). 


-_ 


(Lesson for September 1) AUGUST 17, 1929. 





F. M. Girtincuam 





President 


Editor, Scofield Reference Bible 








For information write to 


J.D. ADAMS, General Secretary. 


Joun Scorr ~ 
Treasurer 
Founded 1914 by Dr. C. 1, Scofield 


Philadelphia School of the Bible 
1721-27 Spring Garden St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


We seek thoroughly to train our graduates to 
live, preach, and teach the Gospel. They are found 


in pulpits and mission fields at home and abroad. 











make possible individual guidance. 





FREE Packet 


is yours for the-asking. Con- 
tains samples of the new. 
Rally Day Emblem, samples 


of the new Reminder and In- 
vitation post cards, specimen 
sheets from the most beautiful 


Rally Day Service ‘* Our Joy- 
ful Rally Day’’ and a copy of 
Rally and Promotion Day 


Bulletin, which lists the many 


helpful supplies needed to. 
‘make Rally Day the big suc- 
.cess of. the Church School 
Send for this FREE 
packet and learn for yourself 
of the value and beauty of 


year. 


these Standard. supplies and 


of the unusually low prices at 


which they are offered. 


Please send me the Rally Day. Packet. - 


MAIL THE COUPON NOW! 


“THE STANDARD PUBLISHING CO. 
‘6th and Cutter Sts., Dept. S S., 810 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 
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When answering 











Dept. 15 ELMIRA, N. ¥. 





mention The Sunday School Times. 
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